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An eviction siege in 1886, during the Land War of the 1880's. Below

a Connacht family still defies evictir.rn from their cottage even

after its being breached by battering ram.
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Robert Carr, answering questions on the riot
sorne days after it had apparently rdied downr,
said that thei rnodern conditions which existed
at Gartree did not in any,way contribute to the
violence and destruction which took place.
We1l, not'to put too fine a point on it, the
opposite view should be taken. The condi-
tions, caLl thern rnodern or what you will,
appear to have contributed to a great e:dent
to the violence and destruction whichtook
pl.ace there, and rnaybe even contributed to
the escape atternpt.

Before Looking at the chain of events that
lead up to it, sorne rnention rnust be :oade of
the histoty eorrrrrron to alrnost all the ptison-
ers over in Gartree at that tirne, fot all of -

thern have served sente:tces before, and share
a corruraon e:rperience of indignities, insults,
injustices, attocious conditions, provocation,
hurniliation and brutaLity in relation tb their
irnprisonrnerf. ilut also, two other fl(ings:
rnany of the prisoners there had been rfitted
upt on conspiracy chatges and jailed on the
giounds of supposition and in{erence. A1--
though we have a tendency to regard tCon-

spiracyr as a device only used against known
rpolitical. dissidentsl, in fact the pol,itics of
the rnatter are not so rnysterious o!, peculiar
to the left. Apart frorn its being erected and
used against early trade-unionsr cdmbina-
tions etc., for a long tirne it hag been osed to
gather in all known bank-robbers, hijackers
and the like. The etate through itr rrarious
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a gencies, prirnatily the police. and the courts,
has been using the charge of conspiracy on
anyone who is a danger to accurnulated
wealth. Itrs a sort of security opexation put
into practice to protect the Bank of Great
Britain Ltd.

The other relevant factor was the Park-
hurst Riot of. 1969, for rnany prisoners were
rnoved afterwards frorn Parkhurst to Gartree.
ftr outline, what happened at Parkhurst was '

sorne 40 prisoners having taken too rnuch of
the brutality, provocation and violence direc-
ted at thern over two or three years frorn the
wardersr' staged a sit-down in an association
roorn and dernanded to see the governor. \

Instead, sorne 200 warders gathered outside,
arrned thernselves with riot-sticks (it was a.
quite straightforward and peaceful dernon-'
stration) and charged into the loorn and beat
every prisoner up. Then later on they forrned
thernselves into a two-colurnn rgauntlett along
which nurrrerous prisonerb were made to walk,
being beaten by each and every erarder (about
80) along the way. The outcorne of it was
that 9 prisoners were put on trial, found
guilty and serrtenced to extra terrns oJ irn-
prisonrnent ranging frorn 18 rnonths to 5
years. (No-one has yet published erdracts
frorn that trial. Maybe we should; it is an
education: all Liberals and reforrners should
read it. ) Wtrat carne out at the trial was that
one warder received a superficial cut on the
neck, whilst some ?00 stitches had to be put
in the wounds of sorne 20-odd prisoners. The
doctor of the prison was the only one who
went against their conspiracy; he said at the
trial that he had never seen anything so brutal
and terrifying as what had been done to a
handful of prisoners. The Horne Officer'after
a suitabLe lapse of tirne, opened what they
calLed an experirnental wing in the prison rto

treat violent prisoner s t.

Finally it should be said that sentences of
.prisoners at Gartree range frorn 5 years to
life-plus-ZO years. Mole than enough reason
lo escape, in fact strange if they didnrt try to.

Most of the prisorrets go to Gartree having.
passed through the te-allocation prisons of
'W'orrnwirod Sctubbs, Wandsworth or 'Winston

Gr een, Liverpool (the most brutalis ing, ..inhu-
rnan ptisolr+ irnaginable; even Karkov does ,.

not have a look in with any of these pri'sons).
And so they go to Gartree where they expect
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to spend the gteate:r Part of their lives, and
they find the food is absolutely terrible and
the work long, boring and exploitative. It is
no surprise that between April and Novernber
1972there were 28 strikes, dernonstrations
and protests, and the great rnajority of thern
over those issues" In answer to a question
ftorn Bernadette Dev1in in the Housb.of Corn-
rnons, Mark Car1isle the Under-Secretary of
State inforrned us that prison guard-dogs are
allocated 5.2.50 per week food allowance
while prisoners are allocated {. 1.20 per #eek.

The food situation rnust be considered at
the sarne tirne as the work situation for the
two. are indivisible. Gartree is a rnewr pri-
son. There is an tirnprovernentt frorn the
usual prison work of sewing rnail-bags etc"
to one of assernbly line factory work, and
very rnuch evidence that our governrnent has
decided that prisoners are all of a sudden
real econornic propositions and that prisoners
could be profitable (1ast year the profit ftorn.
prison work was f, 10 rnillion). So now they
face 4b hours a week, in assernbly line work,
to produce these goods, to rnake this profit,
but be paid between nothing and f4. 50 per
week and be fed sloppy and unwholesorne food
on which to try to do the next dayrs wo{.k.
Top wages in practice are certain to be no-
where near f,.4. 50, knowing prisons, prob-
ably around f1.00. Out of this after buying
tobacco, toothpaste etc. in rnost priscns
people try to supplernent their diet. 

,

But whatever they do the prisoners do not
possess one single tcivil rightr of any descrip-
tion, no way of putting forward any feelings
or grievances, except by dernonstration or
strike.

Then there occurred the one day sit-out
derno in "oppoit 

of PRoP and the Charter of
Ptisoners Rights, in conjunction with other
prisons. It was conducted peacefully, order-
ly an{ without any intirnidation. What hap-
pened after? The.authorities locked everyone
i.p, irnposed a fine of one or two rneeks ivales,
solitary confinernerrt and in sorne cases tloss

of rernissiont i. e. a sentence of extra irnpris-
onrnent. The Horne Office also spent thou-
sands of pounds putting up ro11 after ro11 of
barbed wire around the edges of aII the prison
,roofs. Actions calculated to increase any
bitternes s and frustration.
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Then on August ?8th a prisonef, in the pri-
son hospilal is alleged to havL been beaten up
by one of the watders. Anyway there was
another strike on August 29th, an.d a rneeting
was dernanded with the prison governor. The
prisoner had of course been charged with as-
saulting the prison warder. Nobody ever'gets
acquitted frorn such a charge by the visiting
rnagistrates (who corne into prisons and deal
with rserious offencesr like being beaten up by
the screws), but punishrnents var)," and one
rnight only get a week down the punishrnent
block. Apparently the warder was not injured
when he was rassaultedr although the prisoner
was. However he was sentenced to 50 days
Ioss o{ rernission (i. e. Z rnonths rnore to be
served at the end of his sentence), 30 days
solitary confinement and 15 days bread and
water.

Who is to say why this particular incident
did not figure as another score to be noted
and repressed, to be paid for in increa6ed
bitterness and frustration. Instead it was the
release trlgger. On Friday 3rd Septernber at
12.00 noon a sit-out cornrnenced and went on
for three days until. Monday 6ttl at 12.00.
A.fter the sentence had becorne known all the
prisoners had gathered in the association
roorn feeling angry antl bitter. It was decided
to stage a sit-out for 7Z hours, with no viol-
ence, nothing broken, quite peaceful. The
authoritiest answer was to lock-in the whole
prison frorn Monday for the ne>d three days,
to fine everyone a weekts wages, and to pick
out sorne individuals for solitary, others for

Ioss of rernission. Being locked up for three
days sorne people began to break up their
cells, not rnany, but a few. The dialogue the
prisoners had atternpted to start was closed,
srnashed. The anger, bitternese, dlsgust and
frustration were once again dri'ten under-
ground and internalised.

Then'two rnorrths later, on the 26th of.
Novernber, 14 rnen went on an atternpted
i:scape. Frorn the press reports it seerrred
a desperate atternpt quite Likely to fai1. $
was maybe tried out hopfurg that one prisoner,
just one, would rnake it, it didnrt rnatter
which. Nobody made it, they got $eat up, got
seatences of 300 and 400 days solitary, and
years loss of rernission was irnposed on thern.
The press at the tirne tried to rnake out that
the riot that followed was a part of the escape
pIan. It has now be'corne clear that what hap-
pened was that 14 prisoners made an attempt
to get out of what had becorne a hell-ho1e.
The war.ders, recapturing them, srnashed
ihern up and rnore, attacking the prisoners
inside the prison block, caused a full riot to
develop. Anothgr version Irve heard is that
the prisoners inside in fact attacked sorne of
the screws when they saw a screw hitting one
o{ the recaptured prisonors with a claw-
hamrner. Whichever way, the riot started
after the prisonets, or rnost of thern, had
been recaptured.

Following the Gartree riot there were
dernands for rnore tsecurityr or repr.ession
frorn the conservative press. But also there
were attacks on the Gartree prisonerg rnade
by the Liberals and particularl.y liberals in-
volved to sorne extent in various reforrn
rnovernents. The Guardian carne out with the
cLassic phrases - rThe riot at Gartree is
serious both for its violence and because_it
threatens prison reforrn. t Not only the iold
liberals carne out with this line; they'were
joined by sorne of the people in PROF.' In
particular Douglas Curtis, one of the found-.
ers of PROP,, went into print (the Guardian
providing the'space) with -

rThe riot at Gartree rnaxirnrrrn security
prison is disturbing evidence qf ,rover-
kiIlrr in the carnpaign for penal reEorrq.
Just when the reforrners, Liberal Iarr
Lords and ex-prisoners included, looled
like corning up with a successful recipe
the top has been blown off fihe pressure
cooker again.
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'One does not have to be an rrUncle Tornrl
or a rrwishy-washy liberal'r to appreciate
the nded for rnaturity and balance in a
tense, but prornising politicaL situation.
But balance irnpLies adjustrnenJs on both
sides of the scale. I

Ihe first argurnent is the rdoing harrn to onets
own causer. One difficulty with it is not its
logic, but the lack of convincing evidence.
'Ihe argurnent sounds good, rnay even be cor-
rect, bret long-terrn evidence is lacking. As
this type of argurnent tends to break the soli-
ilarity of the rnovement, in this case tending
to divide the prisoners in Gartree frorn thosq
jn other prisons, it is about tirne the liberals
either substantiated it with evidence that can
be tested or dropped it, instead of trotting it
out every tirne events happen differently to
their precious rrnaster plant, which is as
odious as the academic master plans of the .

Marxists.

Douglas Curtis sees the riot whol$ frorn
his viewpoint, and its effects on his master
plan, forgetting it seerns that neither he nor
his plans had any part in the riot. Prisone
wilL not disappear while he and his law lords
etc. rnake up their lpLansr and lrecipesr. 

_

The Gartree prisoners are not in a poeition
lo sit and analyse how the reforrn tnovement
is going. Maybe the riots were part of the
rsurvive till ne>d yearr movernent, but it is
difficult to see thern as part of the reform
campaign. Look at all the versions of events
at Gartree. They obviourily affect the r.efortn
dernands. History may show whether they
carne at a good or a bad tirne. Ptison reform
is not an easy area to work in; sornetirnqs
events will go in your favour, sornetirnes not.
Thatts the way it goee. (Irrrr not saying do not
try consciously to shape events, o! exetcise
self-corrtrol, just these events did not grow
out of anybody Consciously trying to affect
prison reforrn. )

Pfisoners are probably noore aware than
anyone of the need to keep it cool, as they are
getting up to a,year solitary and years of
extra irnprisonrrierrt a's tvell as ending-up in
the hospital. There rnay be a feeling that the
liberals are saying keep quiet for the ne:d five
year8 so wbg]l there is another rnaior riot in
19?8 we c{a.a$ain expresa our Burprise that
it is aot surishine and honey inside.
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tr'rancis Boyd wrote an article for the
Guardian entitled rPower behind barst -
.about prison reforrn! Dr this article he
quotes a QC aad ptison reforrner Louis
Blorn-Cooper as writing that (the problern
is) that tprison officers do not know whether
they are expected to be turrikeys or ther-
apistsr - obviously a problern and a proposi-
tion which Mr Boyd hirnself endorses and
contributes to. It is of couf,se a very false
and rnystifying proposition. trtts probably
one of the rnost enduring deviceg erected by
the boutgeoisie, rnanufactured by thern, with
the ferverrt assistance of a whole school of
bourgeois crirninologists, psychiatrists,
psychologists, and used as a very strong
alibi by which can be concealed the reaL
crirnes comrnitted frorn rnass exploitation,
social and psychologioal deprivation, geno-
cide, inculcation ... and a device used not
orrly as a tool to rnystify the roots of rcrirner,
the causes of crirne etc. but as a device to
whip everyone eLse into line, as it were, for'
the plain truth of the rnatter is that the buLL-
shit about crirninality arising from sorne deep
psychological disturbance - as Fanon says:
(notl) frorn sorhe rnysterious organization of
the nervous systern.. . is just that, bullshit,
but powerful -srnelling stuff which has caused
the crirninal class to be regarded by many of
the working populati<5n in terrns oi-apartheid
- this when the socioLogical truth is t}rat 99To

of the people who are classified as the crirn-
inaL fraternity, the crirninaL subculture, corne
frorn the working rnassesr out of the rnost
depressed areas, and that the causes of crirne
are economic, social and psychological ex-
ploitation and deptivation, and anyone who
doesnrt start off with this fact when involving
thernselves with any thought about prisons,
crirninals, crirne etc. and persists in sub-
sctibing to the view that crirninality does
stern frorn sorne rnysterious organization of
thc':lervous systern, and subscribes to the
whole iwoolly quasi-rnedical bulLshit is either
wciefully- rnis led and/ or displaying clas s pre-
judiie, their bourgeoisern6nt is showing.
The pqint is not at all whether prison officers
are to be turnkeys or therapists - they are
turi:keys and they are not at all in any shape
mer$ally. or motivationally or socially to
adopt the rnost cursory quasi-rnedical -
therapeutic (rnarmerf ) - the point is: when
is the sociological fact above going to be
recognized and acted upon by liberals,
reformets and governrnent. One thing is
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certain: as long as they refuse to recognize
the truth, they are helping,to maintain the
corrupt status quo, reinforce the whole and
utterly false law and order brigailels hyster-
ical outpouri:rgs, and reiaforce the causes of
crirne and obscure the whole issue,.thereby
increasing the povertn the injustice, the bru-
tality, the indignitiesy the hurniliations which.
are the rnake-up of rcrirninalityr. The fact
is, also, that the causea .of crirne are pol.iti-
cal, in the fullest sense of the word; the law
is a political agency, the rnbst powerful in
this forrnal dernocracy (or.pre-fascist state,
if you like); all crirnes are political and all
prisoners political prisoaers. That is aorne-
thing which, if no Liberal reforrner Ukes to
adrnit it, .prisoners have recognized instinct-
ively (say at the age of eleven, sitting in court
for the first tirne, charged with stealing -
what - a box of paints from a ahop, watching
the Legal system in rnotion; one kaows in-
stinctively what a conspiracf really is, one
sees it, feeLs it, onere class instincts shout
it), and rnany prisoners and familiee,
friends, are coming to understa-d the roots
of the rnatter and to act upon it.

BRUTALITY

In writing about prisons brutality inevitably
gets rnentioned a lot. It is difficult Dot to
pick it out of aII the rest and give it rr6re
irnportance than it has. That does not rnean
th;at tt must somehow be played down or that
it is not importarf, just that I find it dilficult
to get the right balance, to prt it sorrewhere
near the part it plays. Thus in Gartrde there
is not so rnuch actual brutality by guards
against prisoners - as corrrpared with'W'ands-
worth say. .The incidents rnentioned earlier
being fairly isolated and not as.savage aa
sorne which have occurreil. Its relevance is
in the context of rviolence in prisonr - the
whole rnythology of rnad crirninals attacking
defenceless (and ever so sane) prison offic-
exs. It,s not that there are not sorne,guards
who get rviolently attackedr but 997o of all
inciderrts (there are not 60 Erany as the rnedia
portray; thatrs part of what I rnean by try to,
get the right balance) happen whea sorne pria-
oner has suf{ered a series of indignitiea over
a period of years, eevea eaying anythiag4*.-.
retaliation, until one day the guard says
sornething, does something, the prisoner

throws a.punch, or if lucky or quick, two.
This does happen to a defenceLess warder.
But what happens to the prisoner? Hers set
upon by guards running at the sound of the
alarrr-r from all over the prison, dragged
down to the prrnishrnent block, !':;xedr
pulched and hit with truncheons on the way
and thrown into a cell where the guards
kick hirn senseless - or where they trestraint
'hi:rr in the official jargon. The next rnorning
he is charged with assault and put before the
visiting'rnagistrates. He faces them without
any legal representation, the hearings are
held in secret, and with no right of appeal.
After being ttriedt he usually gets senienced
to sornethilg like 55 days solitary conJine-
rnerf, 120 days logs, of rernis.sion, 15 days
bread and water. Beside this, rernernber
that oaly-one prison guard has been killed
in the tadt AO-+O years. A prison guardtg
ingurance rating is lower thah rnost, lower
than postrnen, engineere, etc.



RET'ORM. ICOMMUNMY SERVICE' ETC.
ALTERNATIVES TO PRISON

The latest governrnent rrroves on prisons -tprison re{orrnr as itts called - are the rrroves
to start rnore ralternatives to prisont. It is
surely obvious that this latest sreforrnr tneans
as rnuch'as all the other reforrns that have
been since the first British prison was built;
one look at it shows that it *ill. rr.."r, little or
nothing. The nurnbers of people who are giv-
en this,alternative to a prison sentence will
be srnalL indeed - and I expect that the rnagis-
tt'ates operating thie reforrn will work it quite
arbitrariln by still sending every.one they , .

always would to prison, whilst picking out
sorne {irst offenders.'and people they would
otherwise have given suspeaaed gentences,
probation or fines. Look at this reforrn in
the cold light of sorne 400 young rnen, boys
really, aLl en route to borstals.all over the
couatry, trudging round and round an exercise
yard a third of the size of a football pitch,
surrouirded by steeL fences topped with barbed
wire, nutrrer.ous uniforrned wardefs, sorne
with guard dogs, cl.osed-circuit TV cSrneras
constarrtly swivelling on them, and thL guards
shouting at them-a\d herding thern round and
round. Cornpare thbm with a group of pris-
oners exercising in Newgate prison sorne 150
years ago, and think of the history of prison
and the way the state has exercised its hys-
terical punitive obsbssion, and think of this
rreforrn'; why itts an insult to hurnan irrteLli-
gence, itts an insult even to liberals and
reforrners. Of course these liberals thrive.
on insults of this kind; they welcome thern as
if they were cataclysrnic revolutions; itrs
disgusting. Itrs people Like thern who tend
the causes of violence, then rnoralise on
violence.

Bike.

A drawing from life of WiIIiam Morris, a
55-year-old mental patient found in one of
the cells of Bethlem Ilospital, London, in
M ay 1814 by Edwartl Walefieid. He had re-.
mained riveted in irons and strapped to the
wall by 12-inch chains for 10 years. Ile was
released within weeks of his discovery, but
died within the year
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A is Authority, tnoing its sticl,
B are the Bars, revmbling c "nick,*

C is tlre Cage, against uhich I Licb,

D are the Dntgs, wltich tnake me sicL
L) are tlrc Eys, for eter u\on orrc,

F the Feelin;a " ll'hat haae I done ?"
G is the Gktom, the shole place pentadfuE,

H is tlu Hope, in ny ntird, oft' inoadiag,
I-rwll, tlnt's I: na ,nore to be said,
' J ust that I often wish I unre dead;

K is thc Khowledge stored ia ny head,

L carted ulti'le on tle psycliatrist's " bed."
M for Monotonl'-day in day out.

N for Nurses-God ! how thet shout I
O is a Circle-no efid or beginning,

P is my Patience, to which I'm just clinging.

Q is the Quiet, ohich'I find in my room,

R is tbe Rainbou, hiddeyt b1, gloom.

S-:'schizopltrunic;" @rite tlwt on m7' tomb,

T is the Terrible feeling of doom.

U-it's qiile Useless to t)oice & conrqlaint.

V oices; that's dhen you hear wlwt ain't.
W-Will-pouer, in me, sadly laching.

X-" Mr. Anonlnnous," no ft-ont and no backing,

Y-that's You-1,s11'r'n in on this.too,

Zealously gusrded in Broadmoor Zao,
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THE STRUGGLE
FOR FREEDOM

how prison
abolition

trfle want unity of all groups on the libertarian
left, but iantt resolve'arnongst ourselves the
contrad_lction between reform and abolition of
the prisons. Sorne argue for PROP (Preser-
vation of the Rights of Prisoners) on two Lev-
els: that whilst there are prisons, there rnust
be better conditions and rnore rights; and
that by struggling for these, prisoners will
raise their consciousness and progress to
wider issues. Others stress the irnportance
of transcending the prison concept, postulat-
ing alternatites to prisonboth in the present
tirne and in a future better society where
there will presurnaUly always be sorne degree
of anti- iocial behaviour.

fhese outlooks are not necessarily rnutu-
ally exclusive, but for practical reasons one
has to choose one ol the other. It is a rnarn-
rnoth job to effect any chaages in the prisons
frorn inside or frorn outside. Recentln some
chaages,have been rnade; for exarnple, visits
at Brixton prison are now topent (whereae be-
fore, visitors had to talk through glass barri-
ere) and rnen in 'W'andsworth, one of the woret
prisoas, rnay have two visits a month instead
of one. Brixton mea can now have a radio in
their cell. .These corne after rnuch publicity
and agitation about conditions inside - such
activity is not futile. Huadreds of prisoners
have certainly expanded their view of what ia
possible through their own efforts. For a few
of them this realisatioa will affect their livee
after releise - they dray choose to work fu1I-
tirne at eocial action related to prison or other
problernatic s ocial institutions.

So the agitation in itseU can be useful -
indeed, the only irnrnediate action for pCople
still i:aside - but how significant are the. ac- ,

tual gaias won? Gertainly radios, visits,
lettersr. educational.classes and so on 

-a11 
can

rnake prisonLife not only less intoler'abLe but
aLso more interesting, opening up ner(r/ af eas
of thought, enabling new contacts. But they '

do not challengd two basic assurnptions:
firstly, that prisoners have comrnitted crirnes
'which are truly ranti-socialr, and secondly,
tlrat locking people away is an appropriate re-
action to their anti-social acts.

Most of the people prorninent (ceftainly
outside, possibly inside as well) in t}i,e 1972
prison rtroublesr would share our vlew that
rnost legal.Ly-defined crirne is in fact not dhe
rnost serious anti-social activity in our soci-
ety; they would aiso question per6,pnally the

Ganhelp



validity of ptiaon for rnogt peoplc-. In facl
one of the clauses of the PROP Charter of
1972 called for the everrtual abolition of pri-
son. Nevertheless, their rnain energies lrave
been supporting and encouraging rnen iaaide
to fight for rights, rafher than publicly ques-
tioning why they are inside at all. They are
conceined with the here and now, with peoplets
actual situations, and with the actnal prisons
of tornorrow which they argue, qulte rightly
unfortunately, wilL still be with ue even if
nurnbers go down.

Alongside this irnportant struggle it is aiso
vital that the other view is developed and irn-
plernented. This can be justi{ied on at leaet
two different groundS. First, it is not neces-
sary that people now should have to undergo
the destructive prison experience, especially
when rnany of them have undeigone rrany
other destructi\te experieuces in their lives
and rnay be even less able than strongr well-
bal.anced people to escape priqonrs effects.

It is not as though prison inevitaDly radi-
calises people, that by depriving someone of
the uniqub prison experience we are leeeening
the chances that he will ernerge as a revolu-
tionaryl This view is largely eyewaeh. Al-
though it rnust be pointed out that rnanv (prob-
abLy an increasing number) are learning
irnportant lessons about this society and how
to change it through what they miet inside,
most people in our experience do not glean
this knowledge at al.l., even if they feel per-
sonally embittered over their orrn ca6e. It
is well known that sorne of the rnost reaction-
ary and authoritarian attitudes are arnply
represented in prison. Feeli:lgs about sex
cffenders, to give the rnost extrerne exarnple,
are alrnost 100fl0 punitive - punitive being too
rnild a word. On the whole prisoners would
like to see rnen who rape, rnurder or even
touch up children tortured, rnutilated and so
on, before they are finally killed. By con-
trast the Horne Office policy of isolating such:
offenders seems alrnost berrign!

It is also corrunon to hear prisoners ctaim
that life is a jungle, that they deserve to be
punished because they have done wrong, that
the death penalty should be restored for vari-
ous crirnes (even though there was always such
a.vigorous protest frorn prisonets every tirne.
a rnan was hanged). This is not to say that
people with such views cannot at the sarne
tirne with no appareat conflict in their own
rninds fight militantly {o; better conditions
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and rightr. E fu juat to atteD{rt to deecribG
the reality of priroa ldeology aa we have fonod
it, in ordcr to dlapel arily over.?omantic ao-
tions. It ie also to hrild up.a case agairrat
irnprisoaing people at a1[, for by providiag
alteraatives to prison of the r_ight kind and
of a nature r*rhich changes as needs change,
we can probably effect rnole true change in
society.

The first main reason for advocating aboli.
tionn then, is that it is doubtful whether pri-
sorls.ltitl ever be justified in terms of the
dbgree of radicalisation possible through thern
(just as the Schools.Action Union gets support
frorn.so few children) - on the contrary, such
an unpleaeant and hnrmful experience which
leads nowhere should be rnade irnpossibLe, and
i1 i,s only becauge qre all condone it by default
that it is allowed to continue. Obviously it is
a handy sanction to be wielded about by the
ruling class and therefore is hard to abolish
and replace witL libertarian schernes; but
sorne headway can be rnade, and we can onl.y
discover how rrlrch by trying.

The second justification for retiring frorn
the rreforrn the prisonsr fight is that rextrerner
concepts have always been irnportant and nec-
e6sa"y to the evolution of ideas. Morrist
lNews from Nowherer and other utopias -
these sureLy have inspired rnany a thinker
who needs such rnodels of what life could be
like. Bogged down in conternpora"y-d-EIii1",
we all lose a litt1e sight of a new social order.
So by extending the libertarian tradition of
suggesting alternative structures or non-
structures to the field of pfison, we'are keep-
ing alive ideag of alternative approaches to
people who have been convicted.

Natural.ly this begs one of the rnost irnpor-
tant questions of a1l: what do we consider as
crirne? a question answered ellquently by
Angela Davis in her farnous st4ternent about
the rreal crirninalsr of this society. If, the
argurnent often goes, we regard petty stealing
or even rnore rnajor lcrirnesr as rnere sytnp-
toms of a rotterl social order, why waste tirne
orx treforrningr the culprits, good energy which
should be channeled towards transforrning that
social order ?

The object of an alternative to prison frorn
our point of view is to aid survival of the per-
son in question. Thus it would teach skilIs
which are necessaryto this end:. how to earn
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a living, how to find a place to live, how to
clairn oners rights, howto avoid ururecessary
trouble, how to rnake good relationships, how
to use oners tirne.to satisfaction. None of
these skilLs need be taught in an authoritarian
way,. nor be irnposed where they were not
wanted, nor need they detract frorn the per-
sonrs individuality. Quite otherwise - they
would give hirn or her new conJidence, the
ability to control his tife rrrore, the key to
doing what he wants to do (assurning that he
does not want to spend all his.LiJe in institu-
tions). Unlike prison, such an alternative
would not punish but aid. It would not carry
stigrna, but enhance status.

sorne courts and sorne probation officers
would not be willing to use thern, even .iJ

rnany rnagistrates and judges still i-nsist on
their pound of flesh.

The second object of an alternative is con-
sciousLy to aid people who are interested in
the transforrnation of society. Do we have the
right to persuade sorneone who doesntt want to
know to becorne an activist? As stated earlier,
many prisoners have too rnany problerns which
they feel are purely personal, or ideologically
are too conservative to have rnuch interest in
anything besides finding thernselves a secure
horne, perhaps a nuclear farnily and a rneans

separated by wired glass
appears is slow.

Prison visiting in
and screwed down

the 1860's Nowadays visitors are
chairs are provided - Progress it

The actual daily arrangernent of these
schernes would be variable - either nightly
prograrunes, or residential, or weekend
cou.rses, or once a week sessions. It would
depencl on the individualts circurnstances, his
Ceg::ee of need, his interest. At present the
! c'.:.,i'nin.rnt is setting up tday training centres I

l:o 'r r ::ch some of these skills - their success
:i i; .irl.r,.1y to be less than potential precisely
'irir(:i.. 1rii.r thcy \\'i11 be harrrpered by red tape.
l',ir1. ::.t:lr:rr:rs i:uL-L by inforrnal groups and in-
. . r r':,.is coulrl be far rnore flexible and at-
i:r( 1.ri-t:. There is no reason to think that

of incorne. Although we can see why they
want these things exclusively, and have a right
to offer sorrre alternatives or additions, it
srnacks of the fascist groups of both right and
rleftr to atternpt to interfere. Over and above
such people there are rnany thousands -
including young people - who are both dissat-
isfied with their own lives in all respects and
aLso aware at sorne leve1 that social change
is a prerequisite of their own fulfilrtnent. We
are concerned about alternatives to prison
largely because of the hope which this situa-
tion gives rise to. These are peopile who rnay

l:--
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retura to PGDrI iaatrtutions (frorn approved
school ol*rrdr) tLne after tirne, aot because

they futty lrlt to (althougb it is guite- cotxurroa

for-pcolir !o menoeunre thernselves back to
priaoa llon thc outside world becornes too

"tt"rruooe) 
nor because they feel dedicated io

a tlife of crirnet but because very sirnply fhey
have not found any alternatives for themsehrcs
on any Level.

Looked at this way, alternativee to prisou
airn to work with people towards an alterna-
tive life.styLe, so far as tifd is possible in
present conditions. Many people want to stop
working with things (which for working class
people usually [reans rnindless, rnonotonous
jobs) and work with leople instead, but they
lack the forrnal qualifications for straight
jobs, and need an income from sornewhere i.f
they want to work fulI-tirne in'organisations
which have no morxey to pay thern. So an irn-
mediate problern is to enable people to find
satisfying work which at the same tirne keeps
thern a1ive. This would consolidate in a tiny
way sorne change of vaLues in society repre-
sented by a prisonerrs realisation that what
rnakes him happy is relating to other people
and not acquiring rnore wAalth. If he does not
find opportr:nities to practice these new val-
ues, he may cynically retirrn by default to hie
forrner ones;' eventually the law rnay catch up
with hirn (especially if he has a record of
course) and his recidivist career is recon-
firrned.

'W'e would al.so argue that psychotherapeutic
tecbniques can have the sarne liberating re-
sults as teaching survival skills, as opening
up ne\tr careers and opportunities for self-
expression. lMe are all in the prison of our
repressions and other chil.dhood left-overs;
rnethods which can free uB to any extent by
definition lead us where we want to go, to
positions of greater choice. PeopLe in prisou
often act cornpuLsively, for reasons they do
not understand. Those who comrnit irnpulsive
violent crirnes'often clairn, tI donrt know what
came over rne, I couldnrt stop myseif. r If
people are helped out of their rnental'prisons
they rnay be more able to stay out of the con-
crete ones. There is not necessaril.y a contra-
diction in having a basically socio-econornic
anaLysis of ah individualts problerns while at
the sarne tirnq seeing a partial solution to
thos e pr oblerns through psychological rneans ;
often outer circurnstances rnake a deep scar

in the mlad, erd thc rc:rr is then the rnain
Problem, remairelng there even if objective
conditione change drarnatically.

ff it is relativeLy easy to define our posi-
tion about the rnajority of prisoners, it is
hard to corne to a conclusion about the people
who have lchosenl crirne as a career, and
those who are a serious danger to other peop-
lels lives. The iorrner grouprs life style can
be seen as a caricature of capitalist morality
- injure br kill if need be in pursuit.of wealth,
take where.you can as long as you dontt get
caught (the morality is often superior to cap-
italists r, since many profes s ionaL crirninaLs
have strict.rules about who they steal frornl).
'We cannot pretend that this is not a probLem,
if only because whatever society we airn for,
we will need a policy for confronting people
who persist in harrning other people, however
we defihe rharrnr. If we occupy a factory to-
ioorrow, what do we do to the ex-owner who
retulns with bailiffs ? If we establish a corn-
rnune for work and living, how do we react
when sorneone embezzles (while rnoney still
rernainsl) or tears the place to pieces ? By
influencing todayrs attitudes towards tlaw-
breakersr, we hope to also influence tornor-
rowrs reactions to anti-social a.cts.

'Most of us defend the necessity for locking
up some of the second group - those who are
repeatedly violent - because we respect other
peoplers right to go on living uninjured rather
than their right to own property. There are
inherent problerns in ltcking up, needless to
say, and we are not confident that a systern
can be worked out in practice that helps its
prisoners (which is what any locked institution
contains) to tlie rnaxirnurn in order tb release

rfr
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therrr to totally free or supervis.ed conditions
as soon as possible. This-ls one of the areas
where there is no obvious solution. Public at-
titudes are irnportant here - the rnore syrnpa-
thetic interest in our social casualtiesrr the
less need for institutions. But how to develop
this interest?

When we set up Radical Alternatives to
Prieon in 1970 we had a trot of work to do in
getting clear our own philosophy and rnethods,
and this task still goes on. The test of how
far our ideas can be applied in the present
state of affairs will, we hope, be within the
next two years around one London iourt, where
we plan to find alternatives for every individ-
ual who ii like1y to go to prison or borstal.
lW'e need help with this, as with our other pro-
jects which cover the problerns of rnothers in
prison, property offenders, the rrnentally ab-

norrnalr .offender, and young toffenderst.llle
also go out speaking to groups, to which we
like to send ex-prisoners, we write for vari-
ous paperd, and atternpt in other ways to in-
fluence people. If you want to know rnore,
please contact us at 104 Newgate Street, Lon-
don ECl or telephone 01-600-4793.

Recent eveata have brought horne to us how
thin is the dividiug line between who goes to
prison.aad who stays out, The.interest in pri-
sons aad prisoners has therefore increased
greatly. The next step is to link prisons with
the other repressive institutions (schooLs, fac-
tories, mental hospitals, old peoplets homes,
tight nuclear farnilies etc. ) and see that far
fiorn wanting peoplb to accept the institutions,
we need to enviaage a aet'urork instead whef e
people frorn all social groups can work toge-
ther and do without alien iuthorities.

Vicky Tudor

,blin

r
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VGDRKUTA
TWENTY YEARS ON

VORKUTA is about 1, 000 kilornetres lrorn
Moscow by rail. It lies just within the Arctic
Circle, in the tundra belt., and 400 kilornetres
south of the island of Novaya Zernlya. The
river Vorkuta is a right-side tributary of the
Pechora, a rnuch longer and larger river
which flows northwards into the Yugorsky
Strait.

The town o{ Vorkuta is a few kilornetres to
the north of the river. It is just within the
so-called Korni Autonornous Soviet Socialist
Republic, in the extrerne northeast of the
Rus sian Sf'SR.

To the south and east of the river Vorkuta
are the northernrnost heights of the Urals
rnountains. And further to the east Iie the
poorily-developed, alrnost unpopulated,
expanses of northern Siberia. Vorkuta has
no outlet to the sea - that is the Barents
Sea - which is frozen up for ten rnonths of
the year anyway. The town, however, is
linked to the world outside by a railway line
which, during the tGreat Patriotic Wart of
1947-45, was connected to the Arkhangelsk-
Vologda Railroad, by way of Kotlas.

Owing to the rernoteness of the northeast
of the Russian SFSR frorn the A.tlantic Ocean,
with its warrn Gulf Strearn currents, the
clirnate there is rnuch rnore extrerne than i.n

the northwest of the region in the Kola Penin-
sula. lndeed, the severity of the clirnate in-
creases in a northeastern direction, frorn
Vologda to Pechora, and frorn Pechora to
Vorkuta.

Neither trees nor bushes grow in the
tutdra. . During the two surnEler rnonths of
July and August the ground thaws for a few
rnetres in depth, and becornes rnuddy and
swarnpy. And the flies and rnosquitoes
attack all living creatures. By the beginning
of Septernber, the ground freezes again and
the long Polar Night begins. Once again,

Vorkuta is a b1ack, icy FIcr11. Incleed, when
the Spanish revolutionzrry genera-1, Valentine
GonzSIez, was scnt there in January l)46, he
noted that the barorneter read rninus 85oC,
Under such conditions, it is irnpossible to be
out-of-doors unless cornpletely covered,
otherwise frost-bitten lirnbs will have to be
arnputated. Many arel No rnan alone can
survive when the fierce snowstorrns sweep
the tundra. For rnore than I00 days the
khanovev, the 'wind of windsr, blows across
the frozen wastes of HeI1"

When Czar Nicholas the Firstrs advisers
suggested that he should rnake the areas
around the rivers Pechora and Vorkuta into
colonies for political prisoners, he sent for
a report of the conditions there; but after due
consideration, he decided that it was rtoo much
to dernand of any rnan that he should live
therer, lrlo one, except a few reindeer breed-
ers and hunters frorn the Nentsi tribe, could
live or work there of his own free will, said
the Czar,

Brt Czar Ni.cholas did not know what lay
beneath the icy wastes of the Pechora basin,
lnd to the north of the Vorkuta river, But
Czar Joseph Stalin, Great and Wise Leader
of A11 Russia, did.

It all started in 1929, when a Russian
expedition went to the northern part of what
was then the Autonornous Korni Province. It
worked under the auspices of the GPU which,
later, played an irnportant role in the area
described as the Ukhta-Pechora Region. The
expedition returned horne with cornprehensive
data about oil and coal. It had discovered in
the region of the Pechora river the existence
of a rPolar Donets Basinr of gigantic propor-
tions. Subsequent expeditions, during the
First Five Year P1an, discovered coal depos-
its at thirty points of the vast Ukhta-Pechora
Region. And Leningrad needed coal.
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Of course, people were required to dig that
coa1. Here the Pe<.rple of the Underworld
would have tcrtoil, In 1932, the Soviet Gov-
ernrnent forrned the Ukhta-Pechora Trust.
At the sarne tirne, the Polar Cornrnission of
the Acaderny of Sciences of the USSR began
to work out a detailed plan to transforrn the
region into a rnining and industrial district,
and into a fuel base for the Leningrad indus-
try. The PIan specified that the nurnber of
inhabitants of the area concerned, which was

.less than 50, 000 at the tirne, was to increase
to I68, 000 by 1942, and over 500, 000 by
L947. First, work would have to.begin on the
Northern Pechora Railway Line. It was not,
however, finished untll L94?.

SOVIET Russia was about to enter her era of
capital accurnulationf and as any good Marxist
will teII you, the accurnulation of capital
requires cheap, unskilled labour - lots of it.
Furtherrnore, Russia needed people in places
where p.eople did not wish to go. Yorkuta
needed labour. So, labour had to be found.
And who better than the GPU to provide it ?

In thc ,ruturnn of. 1929, prison labour
becarne a subject of econornic planning. At
a,conference of high prison officials in Octo-
ber of that year, it was declared that tlhe
Five Year Plan requires tasks involving a
great dernand for unskilled labour. Local
conditions sornetjrnes present. serious obsta-
cles to the recruitrnent of labour. It is here
that the places of confinernent, having at their
disposal excess labour in great quantities and
engaged in production near the places of con-
finernent, can ccrne to the assistance of those
econornic enterprises which experience a
labour shortage.r

The conference then adopted the following
re s olution:

rThe Chiefs of the Adrninistrative Districts
of the Ural Region, the Northern Region, and
the NKVD of Karelia rnust at an early date
provide for tl:e .;rg;r,risation of tirnber
collecting co1on.- si etc. I

In 1930, the various planning agencies of
the Soviet Union received instructions to

rincorporate the work perforrned by those
deprived of liberty into the planned econorny
of the country, and into the Five Year P1anr.
Forced lcorrectiver labourbecarne an all-
irnportant and growing factor in the econornic

'developrnent of the USSR and, in particular,
in those regions such as Vorkuta where insuf-
ficient rfreer wage-labour was obtainable.
The GPU established a new departrnent, the
GUI-AG (Chief Adrninistration of Carnps),

.which was set up as the central agency of a
vast network of Labour Carnps. During the
first Five Year PIan, however, the work
perforrned in these carrrps did not always
appear under either CPU or GUI"AG in the
official reports.

Actual developrnent of the network of
Labour Carnps started late in 1930 with the
reorganisation of the Northern Carnps of
Special Designation. Frorn Solovetski (where
Lenin and Trotsky Sent the anarchists, Social
Revolutionaries and Kronstadt rebels) they
soon spread back to the rnainland of Siberia.
At the sarne tirne that the agriculture, fisher-
ies and brickyards of the Solovetski carnps
were being expanded, phosphates were rnined
at Khibinsk, oil drilling and coal rnining had
begun in the Ukhta Region and, first, railroad
construction and then road rnaking and, fin-
ally, coal rnining was carried out at the
Vorkustr oy.

Between 1935 and 1!40, throughout the
Great Purge, large nurnbers of ti_ntellectualsr,
scientists, physicians and engineers had
been arrested, all of whorn were utitised by
GU.I-AG for the fulfilLrnent of the PIan and the
Staters econornic and strategic requirernents.
Many Labour Carnp networks underwent con-
siderable expansion. The carnp systern at
the Pechora River becarne so large that it had
to be split into two separate systerns - the
Ukhta and the Pechora. A new city, Chibyu-
Ukl.,,.', ",ecarnb the capita-l of the NKVD adrnin-
isi ti .n. Oil wells sprang up at Ukhta, a

- r., - :lectric power..st4tion was built nearby,
the railway lines were cornpleted frcirn Kotlas
to Chibyu-Ukhta and frorn Chibyu-Ukhta to
Ust-Kozhva, and coal rnining was in tful1
swingr at Yorkuta. Between l)40 and I)42,
when rnany Poles were released and sent to
the Middle East, there were about 900, 000
People of the Underworld toiling - for the



glory of the Soviet State and the benefit of its
rulers - in the area.

The growing extraction of coal soon gave
rise to the town and adrninistrative centre of
Vorkuta, with a population - in I94B - of about
80, 000 souls, of whorn sorne were 'freer
(they were only wage-slaves,l), but rnost were
unfree. The Feople of the Underworld built
the torvn, and the railway which now reaches
it, Vorkuta has a large railroad station,
where the blue carriages of the Moscow
Express can be seen in the sidings. It has
fine wide avenues, sorne huge Soviet and
other adrninistrative buildings, sorne of
which - as long ago as 1950 - were slowly
sinking into the ground because their founda-
tions had not been dug deep enough. Vorkuta
also has large, bright, street larnps and, of
course, workersr apartrnents and rnany little
wooden buneal,:lvs, A. few kilornetres to the
north of the town Lirere is. an inrmensc raar-
shalling yard, frorr) u'here the coal trains
leave for Leningraci :rnd elsewhere. Arrd
twetrt'., k:.1ornt:tr,'s to the north of Vorkuta are
the i:i ls1 oi'1.ir<. coal fie:lds - and, until fairly
recerjl t::ricj. tlr6 laSsgl carrrps. Thel are
just little specks ol light pierci.ng the I'' ernal
Darkness of Hel1.

IT IS any day between, say, 1941 and 1956....

The bolts on the iron grilles of the - hurnan
- cattle trucks were drawn back. The train
had arrived in He1]. It was Vorkuta - the end
of the line. The prisoners clirnbed down and
were rnarched off, in firrcs, to the peresilka,
the transit or halfway carnp. Escorted by ten
guards with balalaika rnachine-guns and sol-
diers with dogs, they arrived at the gate of
the peres{Ika. It was covered with barbed
wire. One by one, as their narnes were
called out, the prisoners entered the camp.
They would be there frorn one to three weeks
before being sent to the various carrrps for the
rnines. . . .

There are between thirty and forty pits,
and thirty carrrps of which thirteen are re-
served for rnainly political prisoners, and
arr: c;rlled Special Carnps. Whilst the carnps
are controlled and adrrrinistered by the NKVD,
coal production and the rnines thernselves are
control.led by the Ministry (forrnerly Cornrnis-
sariat) of Coal Production. Most of the
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carrrps are fairly near to the pits. Discipline
in the ordinary /crirnilalt carnps is not a1l
that stiict; the situation.in the Special Carnps,
lrowev"r, is another rnatter. 'ThL r6girne is
str ict.

Each carnp has between twenty and twenty-
five huts, with about I50 to 160 prisoners in
each. The huts are heated by a silgle stove
iri the rniddle. For sanitation, there are
brrckets rvhich are ernptied first thing in the
rnorning. There are at, least three barbed
wire fences surrounding each carnp; and
between the fences there are usually four or
five guard dogs. Every carnp has a watch
tower at each corner. Searchlights are
mounted on each tower, and they are rnanned
by one guard during the day and two at night.
There is onl.y one entrance/exit gate.

OnIy a srnall proportion of the inmates of
the carnps are rcrirninals,, even in the gener-
ally accepted sense of the word. Most arersaboteurs, - a word that can cover aknost'any
anti-State activity or conversation. Being late
for work on a nurnber of occasions is sabotage:
Criticising the Governrnent is also sabotage.
Captured Soviet soldiers and citizens who had
been taken to Gerrnany during the 'Great pat-
riotic W'art, and who had willingly or unwil-
lingIy co-operated with the Gerrnans, were
arrested and sent to the camps in 1arge nurn-
bers after the end of the war. Sorne of thern
are forrner V1asovites.l Most of thern have

Today at home, Long Kesh

ccncentration camp

m



h r. t.i'r s r.rttt-t-tc odl to trventy or twenty- iivL. vc.l r s
.1.',.,,,..,rriion'. \,orkuta is a r..eritablc disrinitcd
-:i-..ii-,s....

:lciot'r: tirr- rr..rr', ntelv of the prisoners ;rt
\.",'l<,:1.1. irs (.'l s(.\\iht-re, lvere oftetl political
\)i.-.rol-r(-nts of Stalinisr-r'r. In I93,, for example.'
i llcre \\'c1'e a considt-r:rb1c r'.-.1;t'rber of Zinor-iev-
'.tcs ard Trotskyists, inch,rii:',g f rrrtskrls own
s..;i. Sclgei Sedov. The oid ilolslrr.r-ik,
S.: t'.r:'.rr. iri i-r'i-tinqrad, s-..s a:'.ot]:.t r ulto sas
si., li altirrc in Vorkirt;. i1i l(r.;Ll. But from 19.11

..;',r..r:'ds tl-.c situ.iiio;',, tir, r'...ir',l,rt-r's, ar-rd the
:r-iri- iri Di'.isor]e1's .-l-i.):'.qod. \\'t- liIt collcefIled

': :'. i.]r<. r'car I ni.l. ., .

The Rrjs sia:-,s art in a r:ri::o:'ity. The
'.,i'.'.-, -.:ti.::ls arc lit]ii.(:rical-lr'rltr. strongest.
ll',..r-co:r^.orise abo.,rt trr-o-tir:l'ds oi the camp
':lr-.iiatio:r. \faiir are iior:', tl'.i. \\'r.stern
', ,.r'.-,:.:-rc :rr-.il ihtr Lr-o\. lIoa. \'jrich lvas part
,'.. lrolar^,.-l ru-itil the- Ri:ssian i:.rr'asioi:. in 1939.
,--. :'^.-:s . ().lr1c fron-I Carpa.tho-Ukraine. The
:'..:'.-.i..':.' irf I.irstcrn Ukrainians is srna1l, as
:"... Sor"iet State has becn established there
s:.:'.ir tl-ro ci'ushing of the .\14l.ll4orir!!. 
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1.tc:'c :ir'('. ho\\'ev"t, " f"I:illlIi6if"t t"tr-
:'.--,:-.:s at Vorkuta. But rnany of the Ukraini-
.:.:'.s :ri'c s,::)'Jorter s of the Organisation of
--'.:i:...ii1ia11 \;tionalists or Banderists,' the
'.- :l'ri::: j.al: hs'.rrgent Arrny rvhich fought both
.'-.r. Ce:':1:1::s ind the Red Arrny during the
!-,:'!',at P.:ir":otic \l'ar!. GeneraIIy, they hate

.--- C:.-:.t R.rssi.:ls. The Ukrainians are

....so ::-l e :-r:a..i.rrit1 i:r the three $,ornenrs carnps
-- t-^..-'-. -. -,1! J::.-.....

.f he ::,. x: la I t,.. .: i'r'o'.1p c or:-rpr i s e s tirc
:a::s ::'-.::r E.ior-.-.:. -iatYia a:',ri T itiluania.
- ---ere are ; -s.. :r-.:-:-rireLS of flel:-:r;i:rs. Georg-
:-:---:.,1:'::------a.r1s. Ll.nl-.nia;ls ., ..: l.afiOuS
.- -.* : -:---'-:,-..ti..s, Ti-re Cci':rr:..'.-. and Rurnan-
-i r : :---. la.'-ii..' lia.,:is. Tt.Ie R.irs:r1a:1s in the

:.r---::^ ata :-.oi : i,r".' pcpular- as rrral-"- of
:-'-..-':-. de s::-te rieil ir:-rpriso:-r.n-rent, rernain

- :---.-:':--c ec C on.nir-11is! s. The ierv Jews ar e
. -: -- :'-ci 1-el i- popular. and are sornetirnes
-., : secuted. because unfortunately rnany
. .: s:ans a:rd L;krainians are traditionally
=.r'-i:--lev-ish. and in recent years have been
-::j;elced ly the reactionary propaganda of
i.':-z Ceyn-.ar, ).Iazis. I.'ior eover, the Jert,s are
2.: :',.. -! ail\ f o :::r,er Stalini st bur e a i,ic: r at s rr'ho
-:-z- ,. !,-11e'n foul of the State.

3'..r-!, are the People of the Undqrworld.

IN \{ARCfI, 1953, Stalin died. His death was
u.elcorned by rnost of thc Pcople of the Under-
rvorlc'I. N{ary expected thc r5girne to collapse.
Tl-rere was \^'idespread opposition to the bur-
e aucratic State Capitalisrn of the Comrnunists.
The sloganrLand to the Peasants' had been a
gigantic flaud. The peasantsr hatred of Stal-
inisrn, particularly after forced collectivisa-
tion, was as great as it had been towards
Czarisrn; and the proletariat were not free,
and they knew it. But rnore irnportant, was
the hatred of the various national rninorities,
particularly the Ukrainians and the Balts.
The People of the Underworld had been wait-
ing for the day that Stalin died. Now he was
gone.

Although the opposition was widespread, it
was unfortunately rincoordinated and largely
unorganised, except in the carrrps, and in thern
only arnong the West [Ikrainians. Of course,
the resistance rnovernents within the carnps,
including Yorkuta, had worked out plans for
such an eventuality as Stalints death or an
insurrection elsewhere in the Soviet Union.
Lirnited by geography, each camp however
had already laid its p1ans. But their plans
were lirnited to the conJines of the Vorkuta
area. A11 the sarne, they were well aware
that prisoners in carnps throughout the Soviet
Union had rnuch the sarne ideas and p1ans.
The rnoving of prisoners frorn one area to
another confirrned that.

For about two years the prisonersr living
conditions had been irnproving. The Soviet
governrnent had been forced by econornic
necessity. There was, owing to the high death
rate, a chronic shortage of labour. In L952'
wages were introduced for the first tirne.
Miners fulfilling their Inorrnt earned 300
roubles a rnonth (at that period the rouble
w-as only worth a few pennies). However,
many of the prisoners received no wages at
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all. Most of thc lroats were unpaid; and bri-
gades working oa building sites olly earned
about 100 roubleg a rnonth. AII the sarne,
canteen facilities did irnprove. The authori-
ties also introduced better clothing. Aud sorne
of the carnp blocks were re-buitt. lndeed, all
the livi4rg quarters built after about 1950 were
far superior to those built previously. Books
circulated, and there was even a theatre
group. l'ootbatl tearns were forrned, and
sorne matches wete played between carnps in
the Vorlsrta area. Furtherrnore, the People
of the Underworld no longer starved to death.

On June 17, 1953, the workers of East
Berlin and East Gerrnany went on strike. The
people of Vorkuta soon heard about it. But
tft.y aia not act irnrnediately. It is; however,
wrong to assurme that nothing tappened in the
Soviet labour camps until after the news oi
StalinfF death. A long tirne before his death,
insurrections had broken out elpewhere in the
Soviet Union. ln 1946, t-here had been a srnall
uprising in Kolyrna, followed by another in
L94?. There were other isolated stiikes and
insurrections in a.nurnber of carnpe between
1948 and 1953. May, 1p51, saw a spate of
strikes: three days in. Kingit, and another in
Kolyrna. Possibly the rnost irnportant; and
bloody - was the strike at NoriLsk; which
comrnenced on May ?, and ended on August
11 with a bloody rnassacte of many of the
prisoners.

At the beginning of June there was an in-
surrection in Karaganda, organised by forrner
rnembers of the Ukrainian Insurgent Arrny..
This was soon put down, but as Vorkuta was
now desperate for labour, the NKVD Cential
Office in Moscow decided to send rnany of the
Ukrainians - rrroat of whorn before the uprieing
had been living under serni-free conditions -
to the Vorkuta rnines. Ln fact, many of the
I(aragandans tvolunteeredr to go to Vorkuta,
not knowing wha! conditions were really like,
and having been prornised better pay than they
got even il the'rfreer settlernents of the Kara-
ganda regions. When they arrived, they were
rnerely sent to the usual Special Garnps.
Their living conditions were no better than
those of th6 other prisoners of Vorkuta. Irn-
rnediately they refused to start work in the
pits. But unlike the rnajority of Vorkuta
prisbners, they at least were fairly free to
rnove atout the different Vorkrrta camp6.
Thqy, therefore, began agitating arnong.the
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prieouera to join thern; Tney received a
eyrnpathetic heariag, with rnany of the older,
long-atay, prisoners declaring their soli-
darity. The prieonsrs - rnainly Ukrainians,
but including rnany other nationalities -
began to cirganise. They elected eecret
comtnittees in a nurnber of carnps,

THE .e,IM was to bring all coal rnining to a
standstitl throughout the Vorkuta area, and
so bring industrial production to a halt in
T,eningrad, where rnost 6f the coal at that
tirne was being sent. 'On the night of July
L9 l?,0,. the strike began at Carnp (rnine) No.
7 and at Pit No. 1,. wher,e over 8r 000 rniners
refused to go to work. At,Carnp No. ? neither
the miners nor the brigades of buiJ.dihg work-
ets went to work. The strike soon spread to
Carnps Nos,. 14/15 and Carnp No. 29. Camps
Noq. 9/10 and No. 6 joined the strike. - About
three days later Pit No. 40 struck. Not all
the carnpe \rent on strike, but within a week
acof,es of thousanda of the People of the
Underworld were refusing to go down the pits
or to work on the various construction sites.
Strike coimrnitteee had been formed throughout
the carnp network. And dernandg were now
being put forward to'the Camp authorities.

Each strike comrnittee put forward slightly
different.demands. A11, however, demanded
the quashing, or at least the reduction, of
sentences. Some dernanded re-trials, or re-
views of triaLs. Others dernanded that the
prisoners be allowed to settle arnong the rfreet
pop-ulation - but at the sarne tirne, rernain in
the Vorkuta area. Indeed, many of the strik-
ers were prepared to.continue working in the
pits until the production of coal was put on an
entirely different basis - by securing volun-
tary labour frorn eLsewhere in the Soviet
Union if this was possible, rnaking rnining in
the area attraetive by establ.ishing better
working conditions and rnuch higher wages
and, of course, rnechanising the mines. The
building brigade workers of Carnp No. 7, wlro
were ordeted to retutn to work by the guards
on the secbnd day of the strike, stated that
they woul,4 not returrl until all the barbed wire
was lernoved frorn around their carnp. Mem-
bers ofthe Organisation of.Ukrainian Nation-
alists made rnore political dernands.. They
caIled for the withdrawal of Soviet Russians
frorn the Ukraine and other- non-Russian ter-
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titoiies withln'the borders of the USSR, the
Lib'eration of aLL innocent prisonets, the ces-
sation of mass-arrests, the revision of all
sentences and the irnprovement of conditions
within the camps.

Imrnediately after the start of the strike in
Carnp No. 7, the authorities issued the follow-
irrg notice to all Special Carnps in the Vorkuta
area:

l) Prisoners will no longbr be locked in
at night;

Z) Bars in front of alL windows are to be
rernoved;

3) Nurnbers worn on the left arrn and right
knee of all clothing are to be rernoved;

4) Every prisoner will be entitled to write
one letter a rnonth to his farnily;

5) With perrnission of the officer in charge
of all carnps at Vorkuta, all prisoners
whose work and conduct is considered
satisfactorl may, on application to, and
with the approval of, the Cornrnandant of
their carnp, receive one visit a'year
frorn rnernbers of their farnily;

6) Every ptisoner his the right to address
applications for the revision of interro-
gation and trial proceedings to the
Chairrnan of the Special Comrnission
frorn Mdscow, General Masslennikov.

The prisoners began to puII the hinges off
the heavy iron bars which were laid across the
doors of their huts at night. Bars were
wrenched off the windows, and the nrrrnbers
torn frorn their clothes.

The NKVD also took another irnportant
step. It atternpted to isolate aII the carnps
frorn each other. Transfers were stopped at
once. Brigades were forbidden to leave their
respective carrps. Th€ NKVD then tried to
deceive the striking prisoners by giving the
irnpression that different carnps had resurned
work. For instance, in Carnp No. 6 they let
ernpty trucks go on running.between the pit-
head and the slag-heap for three days after
the strike had begun, so that all the camPs
within range o{ the rnine would think that the
pit was stil1 working. Sorne o{ the prisoners
were rarrestedr and taken to isolated ce1ls in
the rnain prison block of Carnp No. 1. Re-
pressive rneasures were particularly stepped
up at Carnp No" 11. Militaty precautions were
taken against all the carnps on strike. So1-

diers in the Special Reserve at Vorkuta stood
ia readinees. Machine-guns and rnorta!s were
set up outside the carnps.

.ffff,hin a fern days, a conurission of in-
lpiry, coulsting of aborf thtrty Arrny and
NKVD officere, arrived from Moscow. It
had no. powers to act, but it took rrany state-
rrents in great detaiL. The comrnission
worked about eight days - whilst the strike
was in progress - and then flew away again!

FOT.LOWING the return of the comrnission,
events took a drarnatic turn at Carnp No. 29.
At that carnp, not only did the prisoners go on
strike, but they held a public rneeting. They
then went to the Corninandant, and inforrned
hirn that the prisoners, through their elected
comrnittee, were taking over control of the
carnp and the pit and would run thern thern-
selves. They dernanded the withdrawal of all
NKYD rnen. The Comrnandant, to the sur-
prise of many of the inrnates, conceded to
their dernands. The comrnittee organised
their own secu!ity rpolicer, who rgleased aII
the prisoners who were in the bur+ for various
offences and locked up a nurnber of notorious
inJorrners - for their own safetyl The corn-
rnittee rnade a thorough survey of the carnprs
food supplies, and decided that they had
enough for about four weeks at a somewhat
increased ration.

Carnp No. 29 made rnuch the same general
dernands as all the other catnps, but like
Carnp No. 7, their strike cornrnittee refused
to confer with the loca1 NKVD authoritieS.
They dernanded to doal directly with the pLen-
ipotentiary of the Central Cornrnittee of the
Cornrnunist Party of the Soviet Union, or with
a rnernber of the governrnent. The Cornrnan-
dant, General Dervianko, atternpted to speak
to the prisoners at a pubLic rneeting in the
carnp, but he 'was shouted down. He made yet
another atternpt, but it was to no avail. ft
rnerely improved the strikersr rnoral-e.

In the rneantirne, the carnp was srurounded
by rnachine-gun posts and by military fotrna-
tions in battle order. Large nrrrnbexs of
trucks, filled with troops, rnoved up into
position. A'n officer called upon the prisoners
to surrende-r through a loudspeaker. The
strikers refused, saying that they would pre-



fer to die than exist as they were. They
shouted: tGo on, shoot usjr The soldiers
rnoved forward. They battered the gate in.
The prisoners were rnassed in front of thern.
The troops-opened fire. Sixty-four were
killed on the spot, and about 200 received
injurie s..

The strike, involving up to haU the rniners
of the Vorkuta area, was alrnost two weeks
ol.d. But following the rnassacre at Carnp No.
29, t}ne other prisoners began to realise that
they too would be rnovn down. The next day
they were also delivered an ultirnaturn: rnarch
out of the carnps and forrn up in the !g41!g, or
be attackedl First, Carnp No. 7 and then the
rest of'the carnps obeyed. One by one the
prisoners were lnade to file past their carnp
comrnandant, the head of the NKVD, his offic-
els and many of the inforrners. With the
assistance of the inforrners, the rnilitants and
strike committeemen were weeded out. Alto-
gether, they comptiged about 400 prisonets.
They were loaded into trucks and driten away.
rffork in the pits and on the building sites
began again the next day.

x**

HAD the Votkuta strike been a falluie? Did
the People of the Underworld gain anything
from their rebeLlion?

Most of the rringleadergr were traasferred
to carnps in Kolyma and Kingir, .where, inci-
dentaIly, another insurtection brpke out on
May 17, 1954. This also was drowned in
blood. There wete dernonstrations at Taisheti
and at Carnp No. 13, the Ukrainian-dorninated
cornrnittee, which included anarchiets, hoisted
the Black Flag over the carnp for a petiod of
tirne. In both 1954 and 1955, strikes broke
out at Taishet.

.RIAZ€ AEE #NE CO'/\AITTEO-tAsie< TAAN d)? atffi1 dArl
HAtld-e Tde Gt@g
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In Vorkuta, the so-called concessionE sooa
becarne a dead issue. It was quite impossible
for the relatives of prisoners to travel uP to
?, OOO kilornetres to pay a short visit to them.
And of the 1,000 or so prisoners in Carnp No.
6, it transpired that not one of thcir petitions'
for a revision was accepted; They all re-
ceived the sarne reply: tYour petition has
been exarnined. The sentence is hereby con-
firrned. There is no occasion for a revision
6.f the proceedings. After you have served
.your sentence, you wilI be released. Signed,
General Rudenko, State Prosecutor-General
of the-USSR. r.

Indeed, in 1953, it was quite irnpossible
for the Soviet Governlnent to abandon its
systern of forced tcorrectiver labour, or even
to rnodify it to meet the etrikersr dernands.
The tabour cafnps were stlU essential to the
econorry. To have closed thern down - at a

stroke - would have paralyeed Soviet industry.

But the Vorkuta strike was not a cornpLete
defeat for the People of the Underworld. The
sttike did have sorne effect on supplies to
Leningrad, though it did not actually disrupt
the li{e of the city. Leningraders were quite
aware that eomething had happened; and within
a few days, railway engine-drivets on the
Kot1as-Leningrad line quietly passed the news
on that Vorkuta was on stllke. The authori-
ties were worried, Particularly as the politi-
cal state of the country following Stalints
death was stil.l unstable; and that there might
be unreit elsewhere in the country - even
perhaps in Leningrad itseU!

After the collapse of the sttike the prison-
ers were natutalty vety despondent. 'Many
had expected, not only that the strike would be
successful' but that the very systern would
collaps.er Other pfisoners, however, felt frorn

@
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the start that the.strike wag'doomed to faitrqre,
but supported it all the same. On tho crcdit
side, the strikers had been able to organise
a strike right under the noses of ihe NKVD.
fhey had secretly elected theit strike-
comrnittees, and had fprrnulated their de.-
rnands. The vast majority of the prisoners
had never participated in a strike before in
their-lives. The strikets rnade mistakes; but
that was ihevitable considering the cir:curn-
stances. Sorne of them felt that they should
have gone to the pits instead of rernaining ia
the carnps, and staged sit-down strikes under-
ground. In the pits, they. said, srnall propa-
ganda rneetings wouLd have been possible. All
the sarne, as one participarrt rernarked a few
years Later: lThie ptrike had been the fitst
visible positive dernonetration against the Gov-
ernrnent since the eailorsr rnutiny at Kronstadt
in 1921. E had destroyed tJre rnyth that the
systern waa unassailable. '5 tr.ot a while the
conditions at Vorkr"rta remained the sarne.
There was no general arnnesty.

But as tirne werf bn the authoritiee did
niake concessions. Nurnbers were perrrran-
ently rernoved frorn clothes. Iron bars were
rernoved frorn wjndows. Generally, the
working-day was cut to eight hotrrs. Prison-
eis were allowed to correspond more freq-
uently with thelr relatives.

Furtherrnor'e, and this.was as irnportant as
any so-calIed rreformsr, the Soviet econonxy,
Like any advancing capitaList econotny, needed
less unskiLled labour, fewer slaves on large
capitaL projects, and far rnore skil.led techni-
cians and the tike. Slave-labourers of the
kind rernployedr at Vorkuta vrere beginning to
be needed in far fewer nurnbers. Even the
Vorkuta rnines were slowly becorning rnechan-
ised. They'now needed higlrly-paid, skilled
technicians and engineerF. o So, even by
1957, the nutrrbers of prisoners in Soviet
camps had rnuch dirninished. Forced labour
has, of courser not been cornpletely abol-
ished. Thousands of unfortunate people are
still ernpLoyed in rcorrectiver labour camps.

AlL the cairrps in the Vorkuta area have now
been tabolishedr. What actually happened was
that the forrner prisoners have largely been
transfetred into tfreer citizens. They are no
trbnger prisoners, but they rem4in inthe sarne
area. They cannot rnove freely abo-ut the
Soviet Union in search of alternative jobs.

Instead qf being aupervised by the NKVD,
fdrrner prisoners are supervised by the clvil
authorities. Many of the older prisonera,
iavalids and wornen with children have now
r.eturned tci their {orrner hornelands; rnoet,
however, have found life extremeiy difficult
on their return. Sorne of thern even went bac]<
to Vorkuta and theiv old cornrades. Others
have been released on the understanding that
they go to another area - in Siberia - where.
there is a shortage of labour. Nevertheless,
even today no one really wants to live in HeIl.
Vorkuta will always be rThe People of the
Underworldr.

Peter E, Newell

During the rGreat Patriotic 'Warr, the
Gerrnans captured General Vlasov, who
later on organised Russian troops to fight
against the Soviet Union, on the Gerrnan
side.

Forrner rnernbers of Nestor Makhnots
anarchist pattisans who fought against
the Gerrnans, the llkrainian nationaLists,
the White Guards and the rRedsr between
1918 and 1$21, throughout the Ukraine.

Followers of the (Ikrainian nitionalist
leader, Stephan Bandera.

Solitary confinernent cell.

Joseph Scholrner, a Gerrnan prisoner,
who wrote the book, Vorkuta.

6. Even at the rnoment of writing (1973),
Soviet planners are stil.l very rnuch con-
cerned with the problern of rlabout-
shortagesr in relation to the deweloprnent,
and e:draction of rnineral and othet
rtsources, of the Northern Regi<ins of
the country. A few extracts from-a leng-
thy article, by G. Agranat and V. Loginciv,
in the winter (1972) issue.of Voprosy
Ekonorniki, should give the reader sorne
idea of the rnagnitude of the prohlern now
that large-sca1e, rnainLy unskilled labour
of rthose deprived of libertyr, can no
longer be utilised either for econornic or
politica[ reasons. They write:

tThe Soviet North is playing a steadily in-
creasing part as an irnportant source of raw
rnaterials for the national economy.. The ex
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trxrnsion o{ social lroduction calls for evcr
greater quantities of raw rnateriale, fuel and
energy. There is a grovring ehortage of nat-
ural resources in the developed areas, and in
areas whic} are favoulable to econornic devel-
oprnent, and the State,is obliged to begin de-
veloping the natural reoources in areas which
are rnole difficult of access, ihcluding the
North. In those regions there are concen-
trated irffrrense reserves of oil and natural
gas, vast coaL deposits, substantial deposits
of iron and copper-nickel ores, tin, diarnonds,
gold, platinurn, lare rnetais, tungsten, alu-
miniurn ores, raw materials for the produc-
tion of fertil.i.sere and considerable tirnber
reserves and sources of hydro-power....

tThe Pechora goa,l basia, for instance; has
been playing an incrga6ingly irnportant part
recerfly in providing thi European part of the
country with fuel. ...

rThia larg.e-Bcale e>rpansion of the com-
mercial use of, natutal resourcea will rnean
that rnotor roads and, particularly, tailways
wiLl have to be built on an extensive,scale. . . .

tThere are no big towns in the Far North
of foreign corintriee as there are in the North
of the USSR. Ilowever, the last 25 to 30 yearg
have eeen certaia shifte in the development of
the northern regions of foreign couatries....

tlll the course of developing the northern
zone in the econornic aphere, in addition to
solving cornplex technical ptoblems (such as,
for instance, .those of carrying out construc-
tion work. in perfurafrost conditions, problerne
connected with the functioning'of structures
and rnechanisrng at low ternpet.atures, the
developrnent of special transport facilities and
the new rnethods for rnining rnaterials), the
State has had to cope vith a wide range of dtf-
ficultiee of an economic nature, which do riot
ariee in other.parts of the countly. More-
over, the Soviet Union wa.s not able'to benefit
frorn the e:q>et'Lence of other countries sihce
it was'the pioneer. ln the,Iarge-sca16 develop-
rnent of such areas.. .,

'Ia working to achieve the econornic devei-
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oprnent of its northern.territories, the USSR
has ernplqyed varioue rnethods. proc6sses
which have involved the ernerg.ence of large
towns and urban comrnunities- the forrnation
of a rarnified transport network and the grad-
ual developmeat and entire populating of an
entire territory have predorninated in a nurn-
ber of aleas, as, for instance, the Korni and
I(atelian Autonornous SSRs; in Central and
Southern Yakutia and in tfu! southeast of the
Magadan Region....

rThe large-scale use of rnining and trans-
po,rt equipment capable of operating reliably
in severe coaditions will boost the Level of
labour productivity, and thus cut the overall
input of highly-paid di.rect labour per unit of
output.. The irnportance of this .problern was
confirrned by the Directives of the Z4th Con-
gtess of the Comrnunist Party of the Soviet
Union, which stipuLate that varioue types of
equiprnent adapted so ae to operate in sub-
Arctic conditions ....are to be devetoped and
put into production on a large scale....

rAmong the irnportant problems of the
Northern econorry is that of Labour resourcea.
The difficulty here is not only high wages and
the higher cost of organising work-placee as
cornpared with developed areas, but also the
seasonal nature of production (which, howev-
e!, is gradpally dirninishing, thanks to tech-
Fglogicatr progress). There is also the fact
that the bulk of the population in the area stay
only ternporarily and it is difficult to attract
personnel frorn other areis....

rA special problern is that of e:<tending the
training of specialists for the North at engin-
eeriDg and othet higher educational institu-
tions, and aleo of increasing the nurnber of
r:niversities and institutes in major centres of
the northern zones. Moreover, arnong thi
pararnount tasks is that of creating ln the
Ndrth very favourable tiving conditions, which
will cornpensate to some extent for the severe
geogrdphical'conditions. The DirectiveS of
t}ae 24th Congress of the CPSU and subsequent
resolutions ofthe Party and Governrnent call
for housing and cultural facilities to be built
at a rapid rate, and provide for increased
wages for industrial and other workers in the
North. I
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Tha hiptrodo of
t orn copitolirrn
Sornething needs to be said about the Nasty
TaIes Trial. This took place in January of
this year, when Edward Barker, Paul Lewis,
Mick Farren and Joy Farren (directors and
secretary of Bloorn Publications) were
charged with rrpossessing obscene articles
for publication for gain", that is 275 copies
of Nasty Tales No. 1, an underground cornic.

For too long we have either unanirnously
supported everyone brought to trial as being
on our side against the state or if the rnatter
was so obviously dubious, we have rernained
siLent - rrDonrt kick thern when theyrre down
.. solidarity". lMell solidarity is a load of
bullshit if the people concerned are hip capital-
ists, grooving along the underground saying
"Porver to the People, rnanrr, in between fucks
and joints. The underground paper/cornic/
rrragazine scene is sornething we helped create
in the sixties, when it was flower power and
dope and sex. 'When dernands were rnade
about such state shattering things as legalise
pot. tr'ortunately it was sornething a lot of
people passed through and saw the need for
real liberation and not just a 1egal hallucina-
tion and a quick grope. But the hip capitalists
donrt get so rnuch out of srnashing capitalisrn,
so they stayed behind with the groovers, only
they changed a little - Peace isnrt really so
rnuch fun when you could be fantasising over
blood and gore and guts, so they threw that
out, and liberation and freedorn could be quite
groovy too .if it rneant rnore little beauties
like Honeybunch Karninski that worderfully
liberated schoolkid. (N. B. Liberated here
'rneans that SHE :rugBests, 'rwhy dontt we ball.,
screw, suck or j'st turn on?'t) 'W'hen I. T. and
OZ didntt satisfy the hip capitalists they carne
up with a solution.. "Hey rnan why donrt ive
produce a cornic book, only you know.one for
adults with lots'of sex and violence in it?'r So

they uot together and Nastr. -, 
;r i, . . r':.t lcd

onto the bookstalls with a l'; :' ;i;irl ;: :qir-elch.

In not supportinq the ,i.rsry ial's Four, I arn
not joining the rar-rl<s of ,'.lary \'', l:.rr t:}rouse and
Lord Longford, no, not even Cliff Richardrs
nice, clean, christian fun with a song thrown
in turns rrre on, and the ilfestival of lightrt fas-
cists chilled rny blood too. But that doesnrt
rnean that cornics ful1 of pseudo-liberated
freaks doing all sorts of rrfunrr things are
worth producing, nor does it mean they arenrt
harmful to us and to the poor sods that lick
their lips over thern.

We have to stop letting people rip us off -
we seern to understand about capitalist bosses
when they have suits and ties and cigars, or
in sorne way look like our caricature of thern.
Very few of us have got it together in private
lifestyles to stop exploiting wornen; the 'rpolit-
ically aware'r lefties are stil1 content to let
wornen look after the kids, cook, type etc.
and for the hippy wornan liberation rneans she
fucks freely with rnore than one rnan and cooks
beans instead of stewing steak.

Our own naivety about only recognising the
enenry when itrs starnped on their forehead
and the leftts cop out attitude over wornenrs
liberation rnakes it all too easy for people
like Messrs. Barker, Farren, Lewis and
Farrerf to rip us off with their funky filth and
pseucii-r liberation. Then when they get caught,
like sheep people rally to their aid with war
cries about the fascist censorship of groowy
reading rnaterial.

The actual corrric in question at the trial
hardly seerns worth either prosecuting or de-
fending. Gerrniriine how- to-be- a- liber4ted-
superstar-Greer gave an intellectual defence



of the cornic about.how satirical it was and
used long-winded phrases like repressive de-
sublirnation.. which just goes to show you can
rationalise anything, given a university
degree ... all this about a nasty little cornic
that if it does anfihing at all, sells the kind
of false liberation that it pretends to satirise.
It shows pictures of people screwing in a very
brutal rnanner, wornen being fucked and
dropped out brainless hippies - what is the
point of all that? If they were really con-
cerned about how rneaningless hippy li-fe was,
how hung up a poor old dirty dog feels be-
cause he -canrt get a screw, canrt they find
a better way of tackling it than just cornic
strip after comic strip of the very thing
they should be fighting against. . . . which
brings rne to the conclusion that they are
only in it for the rroney; oh and getting
their pictures in the paper too.

Most of the cartoons are so ineariingless
there is nothing but that to say about thern,
sorne rely heavily on big, nude rnale chauvin-
ists strutting about being big, nude, rnale
chauvinists; a few good, old healthy rnotor
bike freaks who take their wornen (and any-
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thing elae they want) by force, and of course
Trashrrrau tbat a'Il-rnale fighter for the op-
pressed. If the underground must have heroes
do they have to be brutal sexists ? Do the her-
oines have to be either big-breasted sex kit-
tens ot brutal coulterParts to the rnen? . The
only tirnes wornen appeared-in Nasty Tales
No.1 was in order to be fucked, groped,
grabbed or s.erve sorne other pu?pose in the
sexually rrliberatedtr egos of Farren, Barker
and Lewis. It is about tirne we stopped get-
ting our kicks frorn such sordid rubbish and
started sorting out the people who rnake rnoa-
ey out of drawing and pubtishing such travei-
ties of.liberation like Fritz the cat, that
ego-tripping, male-chauvinist, agent-
provocateur, who was such a box-office
sell out on the screen.

Hip c.apitalisrn is no better than ordinary
capitalisrn. Hip capitalists deserve the sarne
fate o? all capitalists. DeaI with thern as you
think fit, but donrt let thern get away with it.'

Mary Godwin

Nowyou're havingub#y
-willyourLft

everbethe sameEgairf

A group of wornen in London are getting
together a handbook on Pregnancy and child-
birth. This will include hospitaL experiences
both arrte-natal and in-patient, and horr to
cornbat the shitty treatrnent we have fould
aknost universaL. We would welcorne any
lettets frorn wornen, who have had kids or
are pregnant now and have suggestions and
experiences. Anyone who has challenged and .;
won irr a hospital situation, we would especial-'
ly like to hear frorn, as victories seern.few
and far between. Please narne hospitals as
a list of those that are horrific and those aI-
rnost hurnan would be very useful. Another

aspect we want to cover is the literature that
pregnant wornen are inundated with, so much
of it advedising propaganda, its sexist and
patronisiqg attitude and the way it sets wornen
against wornen, rDonrt talk to wornen who
have had babies, they wiLl only frighten youi
go to your doctor, HE really }orows about
pregnancyr!:

Any other inforrnationr photos, advice is ,

very weLcorne. To be.rnost usefuL and prac-
ticaL we have to Lirnit the scope of this hand-
book to the UK. Please send anything to
Charlotte Baggins, c/o Anarchy Magazine,
29 Grosvenor Avenue, London N5.
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Tha telliog
(Review of tThe Fernale Eunuchr bY

Gerrnaine Greer)

EarIy last year, when the high priests of
publishing began to discover that their female
readers were insatiably curious about the
wornenrs liberation idea, thbre was rnuch
discussion as to which of the bountiful crop
of ferninist authors would.becorne the big
fernrne lib superstar. Betty Friedan had no
appeal for the literary lions - she was too
old, too bourgeoise, too organizatior:-
conscious. Shularnith Firestone, the author
of tThe Dialectic of Sex' and organizer of New
York Radical Ferninists, was strikingly
attractive; but aIas, anti-love, perhaps even
anti-:rnen. Ti-Grace Atkinson, an advocate of
extra-uterine birth, was considered too far
out for a whirl through the rnajor networks.
For a while it seerned as if the brilliant and
beautiful Kate Millett, whose tsexual Politicsr
was for a short tirne on the best-seIler list,
rnight be star rnaterial. But she rnade the
rnistake of openly asserting her bisexuality.
rTirnet took due note of this state of affairs,
and that finished Millett. So who was left to
launch on the Dick Cavett-Johnny Carson-
Yir ginia Graharn- rTirne r- t LiJer circuit ?

Arnerican ferninists, with their dogged deter-
rnination to be thernselves, were a publicity
rnads nightrnare. Sorneone rnore palatable
would have to be found.

Or even imported. On a warrn spring day,
Gerrnaine Greer, the author of the English
best se11er, rThe Fernale Eunuchr, jetted into
New York frorn London. Miss Greer was
everlhing those rnes sy Arnerican ferninists
were not: pretty, predictable, aggressively
heterosexual, rnedia-wise, cLever, foreign,
and exotic, Her background was fasci:eating.
At thirty-two, she was an accornplished act-
ress, a Ph. D. who lectured in Shakespeare
at Warwick University, editor of the European
pornographic journal, tsuckr, and contributor
to various London underground newspapers.
Her philosophy, as outlined intThe Fernale
Eunuchr, could be expected to appeal to rnen:
'wornen's liberation rneans that wornen wilL be

of o Jominirt
sexually liberated; ferninisrn equals free
love. Here was a libbie a rnan could like.

Full-page ads announced that Miss Greer
had written the wornents liberation book of
the year, and that despite this achievernent,
she was ta ferninist leader who adrnittedly
loves ment. Six feet tall, fashion-model
beautiful, Miss Gteer was the toast of rThe

Tonight Showt. -Dick Cavett was errthusiastic
about her. Norrnan Mailer suggested that her
book was worth reading.

There is a catch to this fairy taLe. Ger-
rnaine Greer is not the ferninist leader she is
advertised to be. Back horne in London she
has no active connections with any wornenls
liberation group. And the book she has writ'
ten is hardly ferninist. Trub, rThe Fernale
Eunucht does contain an obligatory eilunera-
tion of the rnany econornic and psychological
hgrrot.s that wornen are subjected to. But
Miss Greerrs inforrnation is hardly new, and

could be gleaned frorn a half-dozen other
books. W"hatrs rnore, the whole tone of rThe

Fernale Euaucht is shallow, anti-wornan,
regressive, thtee steps backwaro to the
world of false sexual' liberation frorn vrhich
so many young wornen have fled.

Miss Greer quite riglrtly asks wornen to
'abandon the institution of rnarriage, but she
lrreans to replaie it sirnply with the dehurnan-
izing, anonyrnous, and spiritually debilitating
thrusting that rnen call sex. In her view, isex
is sornething to be collected - like rnoney.
The rnore of it you get, the richer you are.
The difficulty is that rnany ferninists have
been to that rnovie before. Many of the
younger wornen in the rnovernent recall'a
period, four or five years ago, when in order
to qualify as hip, ernancipated fernaLes, their
alternate - culture brother s insisted they per -
forrn as sexual g1m'rnasts. Resentrnent at this
treatrnent is one power{ul rnotive for t}re cur-
rent wornent s movernent.



The authorrc larlrteace that lsexual llbera-
tiont ie the prerequlsite for wornents libera-'
tion has a lot to do with the fact that she thinks
like a rnaa. She has done very well in the
male world, and she has yet to identify her-
self with the essentialcondition of wornen.
Frorn her book, one learns that Gerrnaine
Greer has rarely (except during a rniserable
youth) had to suffer the kinds of rnisfortune
that rnost worrren endure. She was always
accepted in the world of rnen. She was always
treated as an equal. That good fortrrne just
about disqualifies het for writing a ferninist
book. She has had no experience of what it
rneans to be adult and fernale in the world in-
habited by rnost wornen, and she does not have
the gift of irnagination that could rnake up for
that lack. Indeed, she consistently takes a
viewpoint that is not rnerely rnale.but inirnical
to wornen. Her book is littered with unkind
and unferninis{ snipes at her sisters. Most
of the wornen in het book are described as
whiny, sirnpy, and boring. rAg a fernale
lecturer at a provincial university, I she
cornplains in a tlpical passage, rI have to
tolerate the antics of faculty wives, but they
are strikingly easy to ignore. I 'What separ-
ates Gerrnaine Greer frorn wornenrs libera-
bionists is that a sensitive ferninist would
tegard a faculty wifets failings as the end
product of a useless, oppressive, and unful-
filling life. A ferniaist would feel sieterly
sy,rnpathy for the fac-ulty wife, and be inter-
ested in.working with hel to help change her
condition.

Aside frornthe authorrs obvious rnisoglmy,
she er.hiD-its very little respect for those wo-
men who ate organizing against sexual oppres-
sion. Her clhapteta on rRebelliont and rRevo-
lutionr are packed with contradictory ranting
about how the wornenrs revolution rnust be
part of The Bigger Revolution, how the fern-
inist rnovemerrt ig not rnifitant enough, how
the rnovernent is too rniddle class. On the one
hand, she exhorts the womente liberationists
to be rnore rnilftant ln their fight agaiirst sex-
isrn. On the other, she suggests tha:t wornen
make love, not war. t'W'ornen car:not be liber-
ated {rorn their irnpotence by the gun.... The
procesa had to be the opposite: wornen rnust
humanize the, penis, take the steel out.of it
and rnake it flesh again.

If Miss Greer has no patience with the
state of the feminist ttrrovetnent, ghe has even '
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lees love for thc lilerary wornen who have
aligned thernaelves with it. Betty tr'riedan
ig deacribed as rniddle class and boring. I(ate
Millett rpersists in assurning that Norrnan
Mailer is a cretinr. Anne Koedt, author of
the irnportant'W'ornenrs Liberation parnphlet,
tThe Myth of the Vaginal Orgasrnt, is dis-
rnissed this way: rOne wonders just whorn
Miss Koedt has gone to bed with. I

On the whole, rThe Fernale Eunuchr is a
grossly inconsisterrt book. Yes, Gerrnaiae
Greer says aLI the right things about the eco-
notnics of sexisrn. Yes, she is extraordinar-
ily observant about sorne of the physiological
results of our sexual conventions. Her chap-
ters on fernale anatomy are brilliant. 'Where

she falls down is in her inveterate disLike of
wonlen, her idiotic exhortations to revolution
and nonviolence alike, and her passionate
iderrtification with all things rnale.

Throughout hisiory there have always been
a few women who have been able to fight and
seduce their wayto the top of the patriarchy.
In pre-revolutionary France, these wornen
were highly educated, highly cultivated eour-
tesans who provided intellectuaL and ser<ual
stirnulation for the rnale nobility. (lthat self-
respecting noble would try to carry on an
intelligent discussion with his wife? ) Ger-
maine Greqr is the closest thing we have. to
this old-world, old-style courtesan. Nor
would she be offended by this description.
By her owrx adrnission, she is a groupie, a'
supergroupie - which rneaas that she is a
sexual ind intellectual. consort to the royalty
of rock rnusic. On television programs she
has rnade cornrnents like: Ilrrn really just an
intellectual superwhore! I

rThe tr'ernale Eunucht is designed to pro-
vide intellectual and sexual thrills to those
men who would like to see a ferninist revolu-
tion because it worrld take that one wornan off
their back and make a lot rnore wornen avail-
able to them. How nice to be told that worn-
enrs librration will rrrean the J.ibelation of
more women for bed servicel One reading of
lThe Fernale Eurruchr suggested to rne that it
nad been written to assuage the fears o{ jittery
rnaLe chauvinists. A second reading convinced
rne that if Gerrnaine Greer didntt .*i"t,
Norrnan Mailer Vould have had to invent her.

Claudia Oreifgs
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IUOODCOCH MYTH

THC NRTURC OF
NONUIoTCNT FR'CI'M

RN]' THC GCORGC

Historical rnyths can becorrae difficult to
controvert. As the rrprinces in the Towerrr
story shows, historical fiction - created as
pure propaganda - is accepted and ernbel-
lished. Delibetate falsifiers of history rnust
be nailed. Sectarian propagandist George
'Woodcock is notorious for writing rnyths
about the anarchist rnovernent with which he
was briefly, and disastrously, involved. He
needs, for financial reasons, to be accepted
by the Establishrnent, yet has no other quali-
fication to offer but his rracadernic knowledgerl
of the anarchists. Catering to intellectual
tastes, he has risen frorn railway clerk to
professor.. His article in ilAnarchytt (last
issue) is a casebook in the Woodcock rnfih.
It also serves as a brief introdirction into'
pac if ist totalitar ianisrn.

I:r the .article he rnakes two rnajor and
sensational allegations against Anarchists,
sorne living, sorne recentJ.y dead. He has no
data to give so, as is norrnal with hirn, he
gives his own 'rinvolvementtt as the teason he
trknowsrr, but must perforce rnake it clear
that his involvernent was passivist and in ao
way detrirnental. to the Establishrnent. It is
a variation of the way sorrre Gerrnans have
rnade a living writing about Hit1erigrn. ("!
knew Hitler intirnately. But of course I never
agreed with hirntt - the best of both worlds).
I.r Woodcockrs case all his history is total in-
vention. He says, of rnajor i'atrocities'1 corn-
mitted by the Spanish Anarchists that rrit is
establishedtt that they cornrnitted therr.. . . r
but by whorn, or what? Even the Spanish

courts rnartials vrith the sensational, fantas-
tic and inventive alldgations made in the
post-war peliod, rnade no such accirsations
as he now rnakes. Nobody was charged in
innuirierable cou"t-martials with any of the
crirnes he lists.

Furthermore, he himself, for reasons of
radical chic, is prepargd to'Iet his natne go
on the gnob-appeal lists of ttdistinguished
sponsors'r put out by Spanish refugee organi-
sitions. Yet these are the very people one
woul.d not touch with a bargepole iI the accu-
sations he now rnakes against theln are true,
narnely that tr. . . tnany of the Spanish anarch-
ists perpetrated the slaughter of defenceless
rnen who happened to be in their power just
beiause of their social backgrounds, their
beliefs or even their se:nral predilections (for
it is established that Barcelona anarchists at
one tirne rounded up male prostitutes and
liquidated thern)'t which illustrates the "illu-
sorlf nature of a:rarchist beliefstt (out of the
explanation of which Prof. Woodcock has
rnade a pretty perury).

Rather it illustrates the illusory natrire of
acadernic beliefs in Ptofessor 'Woodcock, for
part of this is uptrue and the rest funposslble.

lillhile Franco killed thousands because,of
their rrsocial backgroundstr - the Asturian
rniners for instance - it is not irnpossi$Ie
that sorne aristocrats wete killed becauee of
their connections.. But there is not ond single
nime anyone can rnentioa of anyone kided a1-



though he syrnpathised with the republican
cause just because he came frorn the upper or
rniddle classes. I:rdeed the lie to this is given
to&ay by the students, whose parents came
frorn precisely those classes, whose farnilies
.because of their social background probably
syrnpathised with Franco, openly in the fas-
cist zone or secretly in the republican zone,
but who have becorne anti-fascists or acratas.
To do this, knowing their parents or uncles
had been shot onlv for their social background
by the people *
is the sort of irnpossibility shown irr the prrn-
ces of the Tower story, whose rnother indub-
itably rernained ot good terrns with their
alleged rnurderer.

ttre reference to',beliefsrt.is, one takes
it, a reference to the popular pttacks on the
Catholic Church. Here the fascists did al-
lege rrthousandsil of priests and nuns killed.
rrHistoriansrt vary according to their political
beliefs; But they are silent on narnes. Ev-
eryone knowing the Spanish Church would know
it needed onlv one priest or nun killed because
of his or her belief and for no other ,".-*[-
to realise that the grave of the person eon-
cerned would be a hallowed sanctuary, mir-
acles would be worked at the tornb, t-he clergy
wouLd already be beatifying and preparing for
canonisation. But there is not one iascist
saint yet. On the contrary, the Church in
assembly, by a smalJ. rnajority it is true (yet
under Franco) recently apologised to the
Spanish people and begged forgiveness for the
role it played in the ci.ril'war against thern.
Its role was propaganda for Franco. But had
the stories - echoed in 'W'oodcockrs 'rfor their
beliefsrt been true - what would there be tb
forgive ?

Or does Woodcock refer to the Cornrnun-
ists? Or perhaps the Falange? Some could
have been killed 'rfor their beliefs,' but we do
not really know if this were so.

On the subjebt of the sexual rtpredilections"
we have the deliberate propagandist lie which
shows the nature of Woodcockts sectarianisrn
It is an irnpossible charge, and that Woodcock
is consciousfy lying is shown in the fact that
(living in rnodern Ganada and incidentally well
acquainted with the late Paul Goodman for
one) he poses as ignorant of the difference
[etrreen t'gay',_ and 'rhustlerrt and leta one pre-
surne he does not know the difference between
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'rsexual predilectiong'r and'rrnale prostitution'l
(or that the latter could be heterosexual or
hornosexual). This frorn the author of one of
t]ne 97 best books on Oscar Wilde!

Assurning that he is referring to horno-
sexuals (with sexual "prediLections") could
such a rrrassacre have taken p1ace, with the
world press present, and no report appeared
anywhere until "it is established" by Wood-
cock or soraleone else far frorn the scene?
A few years before, Hitler kil1ed rnany of his

followers in one night, for political deviancy,
and to 'rjustifytt the action, accused them of
hornosexuality. There was a thrilled ripple
of press and potitical cornrnent which has not
yet subsided. It is preciseLy the way political
journalists and comrnentators like to titillate
their readers. How, in Spain, could a witch
hunt for hornosexuals have taken place un-
noticed? How coul.d the anarchists, above alL,
have conducted one ? There were sorne with
puritanical beliefs but even they had D€ver €x-
pressed any hatred of hornosexuality (which
would have been shouted down with derision at
any meeting, as being a Catholic propagandist
Iine)i There were some distinguished horno-
sexuals supporting the repubtican cause frorn
the great Garcia Lorca to the notorious Dr
Negrin. There were observers and soLdiers
frorn Britain, a large proportion of which
were frorn the Auden-Isherwood gay circles.
W'ere they disgracefully silent? Or is it a lie?

Most of thern were rnernbers of the Corn-
rnunist Party, ready to invent or repeat lies
abolrt Spanish Anarchists, or attribute ilatroc-
ities'r to them. Yet their silence is even rnore
incornprehensible (if l\Ioodcock is right) than
that of three Anarchist wornen observers a1l
of whorn have hitherto been thought of as
staunch supporters of hornosexual rights.
Emrna Goldrnan (a disciple of WaIt 'Whitrnan,
a close friend of Edward Carpenter) was nev-
er known to rernain silent or to refrain frorn
criticisrn of her cornrades if she thought it
rnerited. She went to Spain and returned as
the [arnbassador'r of the CNT-r.AI. Her
close collaborator was Ethel Mannin (disci-
ple of ,Havelock Ellis). yet another personal
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observer of the scene, Marie-Louise Berneri
(to whorn'Woodcock has adrnitted he owes a
great deal in his career) went to Spain and
rnade strong criticisrns of the rnanner in
which the libertarian rnovernent had yielded
to the Comrnunist Party. Her knowledge o{
the scene was thorough. Her father was ac-
tively concerned in the struggle. Nowhere,
howevei, and never did she observe this wan-
ton rnassa.cre of gays or of persons "for their'
beliefs or social originsrr.

Not rnerely were these wornen crirninally
silent (sornething fantastic to those who knew
thern), or ignorant as cornpared with Wood-
cock (who was not present in Spain, or active
.in any way in any rcther country), not one of
the rrgays'r had the r,vit to write to Emrna
GoLdrnan to ask her to denounce such action
in "solidaridad Obrera'r in conformity with
her writings in I'Mujeres Libres'r and else-
where. Yet in aL1 social upheavals interested
groups rnake every representzrtion they can of
this nature. It is an elernentary law of pres-
ervation.

Ferhaps Woodcock rneans the rnale prosti-
tutes. Just as in the Russian Revolution when
sorne sens.:1tional journalists said rrwornen are
to be nationalisedtt (a send-up of State control),
sorne tried a Little sexual titillation in their
reports on Spain. Usual.ly it was rrnuns rapedrr.
(Unlit<e the raped nuns of the Congo, those of
Spain had no crises of conscience regarding
abortion or iltegitirnate children; the 'rRedsrr
proved singular.ly unfruitful with the rtraped

nunstr as colnpared with the Congolese so1-
diery. ) Owing to the CNT, t'the prostitutes
.(fernale) were joining the union" (giggles)'
they were Itcollectivising the brothelstr (hys-
terical laughter and collapse of stout party).
.No such event happened. It was a send-up of
workersr control. No reference whatever was
rnade to rnale prostitutes. It would.have been
a good inventecl story, but no one thought of it.

Sorne of the ptotectors of the prostitutes
in the barrio chino were shot down, by the
girls thernselves, in the rniddle of July 1936.
(ft naa nothing'to do with the anarchists. )
There was a revolt or'the girls against the
Mafia-type ponces, rnany of whorn were Fa1-
angists, or denounced as Falangists, apd
Itshot for their beliefs" by the workers rnil-
itias (not necessarily CNT). Thereafter the

prostitutes operated freely. There is no
reason why one should suppose the ponces
were also rnale hustlers, but such an incident
could have been distorted by the unknown au-
thority on which Woodcock reli.es. IJ it exists.
For Woodcock had no connection 'rilh Spanish
Anarchists and indulges only in the garne of
ripping off other peoplers books. He wishes
to establish hirnself as an 'ranarchist'r or "ex-
anarchisttr, but always a pacifist, to justify
hirnself to the a'cadernic wotld as a source of
originaL rnaterial while rnaintaiuing his res-
pectability.

This "princes in the tower'r fabrication of
Woodcockrs casts light on his writings on the
anarchist rnovernent in Britain, in his book
'tHerbert Read: the Strearn and the Source".
Every single statement in it regarding the
anarchist rnovernent in Britain is inaccurate,
half-true or deliberately false. Every word
is designed to cast a glow on Woodcock and
enhance his alleged intirnacy with Herbert
Read, the dean of English letters who could
advance his career, or to disguise Woodcockrs
peculations. What has this to do with rrTol-

stoyanisrnrr? Perhaps a great deaL, as Orwell
saw.

In this capacity he can corrrpare the "ruth-
less,... disciplined... aggressive... rr MaHr-
no with his 'rvirtually conscript'r levies and its
'rappalling resonances" (a11 in the Anarchy ar-
ticte), with the trgentle anarchistrr (vide bour-
geois press) Herbert Read, with his fundarnen-
tal paiifist logic. Both cornrnanCed their
regirnents at about the sarne tirne. But there
was indeed a great difference between them.

'S



Makhno could not help fighting, but he d!-
rected his fighting to the anarchist cause and
the peasant revolution. He could. have risen
to glory under the Tsar, rnade hirnself finan-
cially secure in the White Arrny, or been liv-
ing to this day as a great and honoured General
in the Red Arrny. Or he could have laid down
and died (the possibility of appearing for teq
rninutes before a tribunal to explaln he did not
wish to fight, a course open to anyone reason-
ably fluent in EngLand in the Second '\4rorld \rfar
who could then go bac$ to pursue his career,
was not open to hirn as it was to Prof. \[ood-
cock). He chose to arrn the peasants, to fight
for freedorn, and to battle against irnpossible
odds, in the course of which sorne naistakes
rnay have happened but in which he rnanaged'
to keep the banners of freedorn flyiog before
two great totalitarian arrnies plessed in on
him. The rnen around hirn were illiterate
peasants who had to be shown that tevolution
did not rnean looting, and.on balance, one rnay
say Makh:rb not only fought for anarchisrn, he
was the Last hope'of Russia before it collapsed.
in tyranny.

Read, at the sarne tirne, comrnanded a high-
ly disciplined regirnent, guilty of the rnost ap-
palling carnage though nobody had any interests
at stake, whose rrlen were largely conscripted
and used as cannon fodderr. blindly led on by
deception. Educated officers, such as Read,
knew this. They could resign their cornrnis-
sions. Some, Iike Siegfried Sassoon, stood
out against war; others like Russell and
Brockway (and a great rnany others) went into
prison rather than enter the Army, to.ernerge
in Later years as Labour councillors and even
Cabinet Ministers, or plain workers. Read
was no Haig or Kitchener - but once one be-
cornes a Lieutenant, the only reason one is not
a general is lack of chance, not choice: there
were rnany who chose to go into the arrny up
to non-cornrnissioned rank and'still opposed
governrnent and wat. But to take the comrnis-
sion rneant to be with the war. Why is Readrs
captaincy to be ''rforgottenrr, as it is by those
bourgeois critics who write t:Lat he was far
frorn being the bloodthirsty anarchistGtc. etc.
(when he killed hundteds or perhaps thousands,
where Emile flenry a handful and they guiltv)?
His rnurders were Legal. This rnakes hirn a
"pacifisttr.

- A falae picture is being painted'by'W'ood-
cetck of Read's roTe in the anarchist move-
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nxent, to glorify hie own toadying to Read.
Read for Erany years shopped around with the
Cornrnunist Party, Social Credit and so on,
but becarne attracted to the anarchist idea
when the 'trnutdetous" Spanish anarchists
were rtrnassacring people for their beliefsrr.
He identified hirnseLf with their cause, at
first cautiously - compare Readts reserved,
tactful entry irr rtWriters Take Sicles" (on
Spain) with EtheL Mannints wholehearted sup-
pdrt for the Anarchists. A few rnonths later,
as the whole literaty establishrnent becarne
anti:I'ranco, Read let hirnself go and supPor-
t6d the Spanish Anarchists and wrote his
books on anarchisrn, sorne of thern brilliant,
even attending one or two British anarchist
rneetings. 'But he broke decisively with the
anarchists in L939, not because of his "gen-
ile pacifisrnttbut.because he supported the
warj. He began to to:nceal his anarchisrn
under narnes like ttthe new order'r "guild so-
cialisrnrt rrnew dernocracy'r etc. not because
of the rrviolence'r of the anarchists but be-
cause he was with the Establishrnent and
wholeheattedly for mass warfare. Woodcock,
coming along that tirne on a pacifist ticket,
was all. things to all rnen (hiding his pacifisrn
to the anarchists long enough to rip off the
press and build up his literary reputation by
printing his rnag at their expense).

Orwell saw through Woodcockrs pacifisrn,
and he :ilas very perceptive on the nature of
pacifist totalitarianisrn. (His criticisrns of
'tpaci{ists and anarchistsrr ate all based on
the Woodcock circle, and contrast vividly with
his pleased though rare encounters with w6rk-
ing class anarchists). Gandhi is, of course'
as Orwe1l saw, no less a totalitarian than Hit-
let. His pacifisrn is based on brainwashing,
just as is Hitlerrs. It is a lneans of appar-
ently chaLlenging the ruling class, yet the
reyolutionary appeal it rnakes defLects the
class struggle and leads to authoritarianisrn.
Gandhi is, of cou?se, the suprerne non-violint
fascist, and his rnoral dictatorship was even
rnore widespread than Hitlerrs - and while on
balance one rnust prefer Gandhi to Hitler, yet
if Gandhi had carried out Hitlerrs Programrne
he wouLd have sucqeeded where Hitler had
failed. To be dependent on the goodwill of
a dictator is part of Liberal thinking, but it is
the reverse of anarchisrn. This totalitarian'.'
isrn OrweLl saw in Totstoy (where perhaps it
is unconscious).
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I.n fact, this :rcn-violent {,: =' isin u'hich is
irnplir:it in all 14,-ooclcockts thinking (for he
knoi:: nothing of anarchism; and hj.s book on
:t a";oir:s theory and describes history -
i.ni-rr:curately - and then is padded out with
l'ris rr:search on Oscar Wilde) r'uns through
a lot of liberal thinking and is sornetirnes
passed off a.s anarchisrn. But it has nothing
whatever to cio with anarctrisrn as a living
force, and is invariably accornpanied by deni-
als that anarchisrn is possible" It represents
to anarchisrn what national- socialisrn repre-
sents to socialisrn - having sorne of the fea-
tures, but utilised to the benefit of the ruling
class and capable'of subservience to dictator-
ship. This is irnplicit in Read, who never
rnoved frorn the Establishrnent (and whose
acceptance of a knighthood was no aberra-
tion), and could on the one hand proclairn his
rrnon-violencerr as regards the working class
revolution yet leave the Comrnittee of i00 be-
cause Lit was apparently attacking the RAF
rather than criticising the Governrnentrr. Yet
Read is infinitely superior to 'Woodcock, be-
cause he is a real liberal, bound by his finan-
cial interests to the Establishrnent, yet having
a warmth of understanding of liberal ideas.
While he cannot bring hirnseU to support an-
'archists in any situations other than those in
which they have a seerning legality, for in-
stance the Spanish revolution when of course
it was technically the fascists who were in re-
bellion - or for that rnatter in the Ukraine
when the Makhnowistas we"e no rrlore illegaI
than anyone else - yet his contribution to Iib-
ertarian thought, within that lirnitation, .was
of interest though he was no Makhno to reject
advancernent and live poor. It is a rninor in-
terest adrnittedly, but as a populariser of
libertarian educational ideas, he was one of
the best in the field. lA,''oodcock, on the other
hzrncl, as a trlcrc. glorifier of hirnsetf, lvho
l1cver fails to criticise Cohn-Bendit as a rival
ot to appropriatc Read for hirnself, has noth-
ir-Lg tr: say on anarchisrn. He is a fake within
his ou':r acadernic terrns of reference. But he
is sincere only in hj.s insistence upon non-
violr:nt fas cisrn"

For pacifisrn is not to do with the degree of
-r:rolr-rnce one uses. It is an idealisation of the
i:u1t of non-violence, rvliich seeks to labeI revo-
1ution 'rvio,1ent" and invariably excuses war
a.l:d 1ega1 rnassacre, however it rnay huff and
r:uff on the subject at safe tjrnes (e. g" war-
lime England, or peace-tirne). It cannot bear

dissension. There have been irrrperialist ar-
rnies rvith pacifist bodies such as the Quakers
:erving in thern, and Gandhi rectuited for the
First World War on the basis that his soldiers
would be used in non-cornbatant regirnents,
but there could never be a non-violent rnajor-
ity tolerating di.{ferent action by a rninority.
If this happens then, as with Fregjrrt; take-
over paCifist fraction, it has to denounce j.t

as |twickedrr and range up with the State in
denunc iations.

rn tirne of war, pacifisrn appears to be
revolutionary and is linked with radical rnove-
rnents. }r tirnes like the present, when revo-
lution is in the air, the pacifist slogans are
part and parcel of the cant of the Establish-
rnent. trViolence achieves nothing, rr write
Major-Generals; rrA dangerous cult of vio-
lencerr, proclairn retired Colonels; "The
tornantic view of violenierr, declare rnilitary
historians. They are as unconscious as
judges of hypocrisy.

It is not today the fascist aping the rnethods
of the Bolshevik who is the rnenace, but the
fascist aping anarchisrn or rather aping hy-
brid anarcho-pacifisrn. There is no chance
of a Gandhi arising again to establish his rnil-
itary state by use of rnoral force. But there
is every possibility of a popularisation of the
views of the Establishrnent against the work-
ing class by rneans of a fake anarcho-pacifisrn
- indeed, in the USA an I'anarcho-capitalistil
Libertarian Party has already appearedl the
acadernic who is out to rnake a quick buck by
his fake researches based on sectarian propa-
ganda becornes dangerous: a Woodcock now,
as a Rosenberg once, does the intellectual
bulldozing that the authoritarian wants.

Albert Meltzer
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